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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Beethoven composed four piano quartets when he was

just 15 years old, at a time when this instrumental

combination was rare, even experimental. Mozart wrote

for this ensemble at around the same time, but there is

no evidence that Beethoven was familiar with the works

of his elder. His teacher at the time, Christian Gottlob

Neefe, Kapellmeister to the Elector of Cologne,

introduced him to the myriad subtleties of Mozart's

music. A man of great erudition, Neefe also taught his

young protégé politics, literature and philosophy. The

Goldberg Trio, which formed within the Monte-Carlo

Philharmonic Orchestra and was awarded the gold

medal at the Vienna International Music Competition in

2019, is joined by the French pianist David Bismuth, a

pupil of Maria João Pires since the 2000s, whose

Beethoven album has received numerous awards, to

record this cycle, which is full of vigour and energy.

 

BEETHOVEN: QUARTETS
WITH PIANO

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven

Artist(s): Trio Goldberg David Bismuth

Label: ALPHA (ALP)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: ALPHA1062

Primary Barcode: 3701624510629

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $20.99

3701624510629

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

The contralto voice range did not emerge in French

opera until around 1850, largely thanks to the singer

Rosine Stoltz, who made her debut at the Paris Opera in

1837. The low female voice then gained prominence on

all the Parisian opera stages, with contraltos and

sopranos becoming increasingly distinct. It is this entire

evolution that is highlighted in the recital presented by

Aude Extrémo: she performs the world premiere

recording of the aria from Niedermeyer's Marie Stuart;

she impresses in Joncières' Dimitri, portraying Tsarina

Marpha, a role with an exceptionally wide range,

extending down to F3 (the F below middle C) but

capable of reaching A♭5 (the high A-flat). The roles

written by Massenet for Ariane or Cléopâtre are equally

fascinating, not to mention the iconic Dalila in Saint-

Saëns's Samson and Dalila. Other instrumental and

vocal gems punctuate this recital, conceived by

Alexandre Dratwicki, artistic director of the Palazzetto

Bru Zane.

ABYSSES

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Aude Extremo Concerto

Budapest Symphony Orchestra Gyorgy 

Vashegyi 
Label: ALPHA (ALP)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: ALPHA1280

Primary Barcode: 3701624512807

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $20.99

3701624512807
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Son of a shoemaker, Simpson composed pieces for the

viol in all the styles prevalent in English viol music in the

17th century. He was also a revered theoretician. His

book "The Division-Violist" (London 1659) was highly

praised. The Late Sophie Watillon conveys the fantasy

and imagination of the improvising violist in seventeenth-

century England.

 

SEASONS, MONTHES &
TIME

Composer(s): Marin Marais Christopher Simp

Artist(s): Sophie Watillon Friederike Heumann
Brian Franklin Matthias Spaeter Luca
Guglielmi

Label: ALPHA (ALP)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: ALPHA1289

Primary Barcode: 3701624512890

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

The third installment in the Poema series by Canada's

National Arts Centre Orchestra, Comœdia brings

together two masterpieces by Richard Strauss alongside

two newly commissioned Canadian works by John

Estacio and Alexina Louie. Under the direction of

Alexander Shelley, this recording creates a dialogue

between past and present through music that intertwines

wit, nostalgia, love, and memory, revealing the timeless

power of the symphonic poem.

POEMA 3. COMOEDIA

Composer(s): John Estacio Alexina Louie R 
Artist(s): Alexander Shelley Canada's 
National Arts Centre Orchestra

Label: ANALEKTA (ANA)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: AN36511

Primary Barcode: 774204651121

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $20.99

774204651121
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

RAOUL KOCZALSKI (1885–1948) has often been
regarded as a controversial figure amongst the great
pianists. He began his career as a child prodigy and his
most important teacher was the Chopin pupil Karol
Mikuli. Mikuli regarded himself as the true heir to
Chopin's playing style and Koczalski was to go on to
present himself in the same way. He was best known in
Germany where he made his recordings, the most
important of which are the complete cycles of Études,
Preludes and Ballades presented here. We have also
included several other recordings from the same period
including his hugely significant recording of the Nocturne
Op 9 No 2, which features a much-elaborated melodic
line passed down from Chopin via Mikuli. His playing
certainly fits many descriptions of Chopin's own with its
emphasis on clarity, legato touch, singing line and
emotional reserve, but to the next generation he sounded
old fashioned. Today we can reconsider his playing in a
historical context, suspend our expectations, and
consider this may well be the nearest we can get to
Chopin's own sound world.
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Composed for the Jubilee of 1675, San Giovanni

Battista is the masterpiece that contributed more than

any other to Stradella’s fame during his lifetime and to

the shaping of his legend after his death: a score rooted

in the great contrapuntal tradition of the past, yet one that

seems, at the same time, to cast its gaze towards a

musical future left tragically unfulfilled. The oratorio leads

the listener into the dark heart of Herod’s court: a gold-lit

and cruel mosaic of desire, power, seduction and guilt,

where Herodias the Daughter, in the implacable shadow

of her mother, demands the death of the Baptist. In this

sacred tragedy, Stradella transfigures the violence of the

story into an inner theatre: every passion becomes a

gesture, every hesitation a wound, every voice a living

fibre of the drama. From this emerges music of dazzling

intensity, able to pass beyond its own century and still

speak with undiminished urgency to our sense of

innocence, responsibility and destiny.

SAN GIOVANNI BATTISTA

Composer(s): Alessandro Stradella

Artist(s): Ensemble Mare Nostrum 

Andrea De Carlo Danilo Pastore 

Dorota Szczepanska Roberto Manuel 

Zangari Masashi Tomosugi Si
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Art Choral, Vol. 8: Québec takes listeners on a journey
through more than 400 years of choral music from
Quebec. From 17th-century works to contemporary
compositions, including traditional songs such as “À la
claire fontaine,” the album creates a dialogue across
eras and reveals a living heritage, performed by the
ArtChoral Ensemble under the direction of Matthias
Maute.

 

ARTCHORAL, VOL. 8:
QUEBEC
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

"Love Letters to Friends" is a release of music written by

Korine Fujiwara, performed by the Carpe Diem String

Quartet.

 

LOVE LETTERS TO
FRIENDS

Composer(s): Korine Fujiwara

Artist(s): Carpe Diem String Quartet Peter
Cooper Yoshi Ishikawa
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

The Boulanger Trio embarks on a Christmas album with

well-known pieces from around the world as well as rare

finds and musical treasures. The Boulanger Trio is

famous for their clear sound, their brilliance and

perfectionism – making this the perfect album to get into

the holiday spirit.

THE CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION

Composer(s): Arcangelo Corelli 

Wolfgang Am 
Artist(s): Boulanger Trio
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

The Kreuzkantor Martin Lehmann and his Dresdner

Kreuzchor present a new spectacular recording of

Christmas Classics. It reflects the atmospheric world of

Advent and Christmas music – from the Renaissance to

the present day with works by renowned composers

such as George Frideric Handel, Edvard Grieg and Eric

Whitacre, as well as traditional Christmas carols.

LUX NATALIS

Composer(s): Tobias Becker 

Max Bruch Geor 
Artist(s): Dresdner Kreuzchor
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Music that makes the ears grow' – this is how lutenist

David Bergmüller characterises the music he has

chosen for his solo recital. The charm of this album lies in

its complexity, in the quiet, near-silent tones, in its

meditative character. This is precisely why this repertoire

still fascinates us today, because it forms a calming

counterpoint to our overstimulated world. With this album,

French lute music is combined with David Bergmüller's

own arrangements.

 

TOURNEE DE MONSIEUR
WEICHENBER

Composer(s): Johann Georg Weichenberger

Artist(s): David Bergmuller
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Alessandro Stradella (1643–1682) was one of the most

gifted and original Italian composers of the seventeenth

century. Active during the transition from the early

Baroque to the mature Baroque style, he made

significant contributions to vocal and instrumental music,

particularly the Sinfonias for Strings, which reveal his

remarkable creativity. Stradella's Sinfonias for Strings

occupy an important place in the development of

orchestral music. Written for ensembles of string

instruments and continuo, these works demonstrate a

sophisticated understanding of texture, harmony, and

formal structure, featuring contrasting sections,

expressive melodies, and dynamic interplay between

instrumental groups. His music often combines lyrical

passages with energetic rhythms, creating a vivid sense

of drama and movement. One of the most striking

features of the Sinfonias for Strings is their expressive

richness. Stradella was a master of melody, and his

instrumental writing reflects the vocal qualities found in

his operas and cantatas. The string parts frequently

engage in dialogue, imitating and responding to one

another in a way that enhances both clarity and

emotional depth. This approach anticipates

developments later associated with composers such as

Arcangelo Corelli and even Antonio Vivaldi. This 3-CD

set brings together 3 previously released recordings of

Sinfonias, as played by Ensemble Giardino di Delizie,

led by violinist Ewa Anna Augustynowicz, and Ensemble

Arte Musica, led by Francesco Cera.

 

STRADELLA: SINFONIAS

Composer(s): Alessandro Stradella

Artist(s): Ensemble Giardino di Delizie Ewa
Anna Augustynowicz Ensemble Arte Musica
Francesco Cera
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Born in Rome, to an Italian father and an English mother, 

Giovanni Sgambati (1841–1914) received his early 

education at Trevi, in Umbria. In his early twenties he met 

Franz Liszt in Rome, where the great composer resided 

for a period each year from 1861. The young man 

immediately became his favorite pupil, a faithful 

interpreter of his compositions and a precious 

collaborator for the mission that warmed both their 

hearts: to spread classical music in the Roman society of 

the time. Liszt's Roman school was based in Sgambati's 

home, where the master trained the best pianists of the 

time. Sgambati was the first to conduct his Dante 

Symphony. Liszt took him with him on his travels and 

introduced him to Richard Wagner, who deeply admired 

his compositions. His fame grew rapidly, leading him to 

give concerts all over Europe and in Russia. He received 

invitations and signs of esteem from the most important 

musicians of his time: in addition to Liszt and Wagner, 

he was friends with Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Grieg, 

Massenet and Busoni. The Nonetto written for nine string 

instruments, composed between 1866 and 1867 by the 

young Sgambati, was not published because the 

composer himself considered it too difficult, almost 

unplayable for the time in Italy. The composition is in an 

experimental form not comparable to the sonata form, 

but it comes close to the idea of the Lisztian 'cyclical 

form', with recurring episodes and themes, with a 

masterful use of counterpoint. Sgambati's Symphony No. 

3, "Epitalamio" (1888) is a festive orchestral work 

composed to celebrate the marriage of Prince Amedeo 

of Savoy and Princess Laetitia Bonaparte. Written 

between 1886 and 1888, the symphony reflects the 

grandeur and elegance of a royal wedding, moving 

through scenes set in a church, a garden, and a court. 

Structured in three parts with five sections, it combines 

solemn hymns, lyrical nocturnal episodes, lively dances, 

and ceremonial processions. Influenced by the 

symphonic traditions of Liszt and Wagner.

NONET FOR
STRING,SYMPHONY NO.3

Composer(s): Giovanni Sgambati

Artist(s): Orchestra Sinfonia del Teatro
Emanuele di Messina
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Antonio Vivaldi (1678–1741) was one of the most

influential composers of the Baroque period. Born in

Venice, Italy, he was a priest, violinist, and composer

whose music had a lasting impact on the development of

the concerto. Vivaldi is best known for his collection of

violin concertos called The Four Seasons, but he also

composed many remarkable concertos for wind

instruments. During the Baroque era, wind instruments

were becoming increasingly popular, and Vivaldi played

an important role in expanding their musical possibilities.

He wrote concertos for instruments such as the flute,

recorder, oboe, bassoon, and horn. These works

demonstrated his creativity and his ability to bring forth

the unique characteristics of each instrument. Vivaldi's

concertos for wind instruments are known for their lively

rhythms, expressive melodies, and strong contrasts

between soloists and the orchestra. His flute and

recorder concertos often feature flowing passages and

bright, cheerful themes. The oboe concertos are admired

for their lyrical beauty and emotional depth. The bassoon

concertos reveal the bassoon's agility and expressive

range, qualities that were not widely recognized before.

Performed by an excellent line-up of Italian artists, many

of them active in the field of historical performance

practice, such as the L'Arte dell'Arco, led by Federico

Guglielmo.

 

VIVALDI: WIND
CONCERTOS

Composer(s): Antonio Vivaldi

Artist(s): Pier Luigi Fabretti Mario Folena
Tommaso Rossi Giovanni Battista Graziadio
Peter Damm Erik Bosgraaf Stefano

Label: Brilliant Classics (BRI)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: BRI97669

Primary Barcode: 5063758976695

Disc Count: 11

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $49.99

5063758976695

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

18

5063758976695

$  49.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

19

ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Szymanowski is one of Poland's most prominent

composers. His compositions include a wide variety of

styles and genres, among them stage works (including

operas), symphonies, concertos, cantatas, songs with

orchestra, instrumental chamber music, works for solo

piano, works for violin and piano, choral works and solo

songs with piano accompaniment. Among these is Rymy

dzieciece (Children's Rhymes), op. 49, a collection of

twenty songs to the poetry of Kazimiera Illakowiczówna

(1892–1983).
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Composer(s): Karol Szymanowski
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Composer-pianist Charisse Baldoria draws upon her

Southeast Asian and Hispanic heritage, popular music,

jazz, improvisation, and literature in her work. She has

performed on five continents and is a prizewinner in

international and national piano competitions. At the

University of Michigan, she studied composition with Erik

Santos and Susan Botti, electronic music with Evan

Chambers, and piano with Logan Skelton. Before

moving to the United States as a Fulbright scholar from

the Philippines, she worked as a composer-arranger,

writing music for Philippine Airlines and other large

companies and government agencies. She teaches

piano, composition, and an Honors Interdisciplinary

Creation seminar at Commonwealth University in

Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania.

ALCHEMY

Composer(s): Charisse Baldoria Sara Teasda 
Artist(s): Charisse Baldoria Jordan R. 
Markham Mara O'Malley Denise Levertov 
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

This album features three major modern works for Horn

and other instruments, in performances headed by

exceptional hornist Bruce Heim.

 

THE STARRY HORN

Composer(s): Sebastian Currier Esa-Pekka S

Artist(s): Bruce Heim Naomi Oliphant Joanna
Goldstein John McFadden-Talbot Maria
Semes Nicholas Finch Kathy Karr Matthew
Nel
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Alma Quartet continues its ambitious Late Quartets

series by bringing together two extraordinary works that

share more than the same opus number. Beethoven’s

String Quartet No. 13, Op. 130, with the monumental

Grosse Fuge, Op. 133, travels from dark humour and

gentle melancholy to the profoundly moving Cavatina and

a finale that was so radical in 1826 that audiences

struggled to comprehend it. Nearly two centuries later,

the Grosse Fuge still sounds astonishingly modern -

music Stravinsky famously considered “contemporary

forever." Shostakovich’s String Quartet No. 12, Op. 133

forms a fascinating counterpart. Built around a twelve-

tone series, it transforms an ostensibly modernist

technique into music that is lyrical, emotional and

surprisingly accessible. Its expansive second movement

moves from fierce virtuosity and almost symphonic

intensity towards a visceral, liberating conclusion. In

Alma Quartet’s hands, these two Opus 133 worlds

become part of a larger conversation across time - the

second installment of their multi-year project pairing the

late quartets of Beethoven and Shostakovich.

 

THE LATE QUARTETS,
VOL. 2

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven Dmitri S

Artist(s): Alma Quartet
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Insomnia is a deeply personal musical journey through

the restless hours of a sleepless night. Pianist and

composer Mattias Spee brings together nine of his own

compositions, each portraying a different stage in the

night of an insomniac. What begins as an intensely

solitary experience becomes something universal: that

strange nocturnal world in which silence, anxiety,

imagination and introspection coexist. The album was

recorded live at the final concert of Spee’s 2023

Insomnia tour at TivoliVredenburg in Utrecht, The

Netherlands. The roots of Insomnia lie in a turning point

in Spee’s life. While studying classical piano in Salzburg

during the pandemic, isolation and growing frustration

with the conventions surrounding him brought back the

insomnia he had experienced as a teenager. Sleepless

nights became moments of reflection, eventually

awakening an irresistible desire to create music of his

own. Composing offered Spee a new artistic freedom

and transformed insomnia from a source of anxiety into

inspiration. Insomnia captures that transformation: an

intimate, vulnerable and ultimately liberating portrait of an

artist finding his own voice.
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Henrico Albicastro (1660-1730) remains one of the great

enigmas of the Baroque era. Published under an elegant

Italian pseudonym, he was in fact Johann Heinrich

Weissenburg - a cavalry officer in the Dutch States Army

whose remarkable musical legacy lay hidden behind a

military career. His Opus 7 Concerti reveal a composer

of striking originality, combining the expressive richness

of the Italian Baroque with a distinctive voice that

deserves to stand alongside the finest music of the early

eighteenth century. In this live recording, Mike Fentross

and La Sfera Armoniosa continue their acclaimed

exploration of overlooked Baroque masterpieces,

bringing Albicastro’s rarely heard concertos vividly to life

through historically informed performance. With energy,

elegance, and a spirit of discovery, they invite listeners to

rediscover a forgotten master whose music transcends

the mystery of his life and confirms his place among the

most compelling voices of his time.
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Formed at the Royal College of Music in 2012, the Ferio

Saxophone Quartet has since developed an

extraordinary breadth of repertoire, which allows the

members to draw from an unusually wide range of

musical styles and periods in their highly engaging

concert programmes. For this, its fifth album for

Chandos, the group pays tribute to the country in which

the saxophone really came into its own – the United

States of America. The programme features a wide

range of composers, from Joplin to Bernstein, in works

composed between 1908 and 1957, and also shines a

light on wonderful arrangements by James Boatman,

Christoph Enzel, Iain Farrington, John Harle, and Nigel

Wood.
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

When Sally Beamish wrote her duo Tracing for [Martin

Roscoe and me] to perform at London's Wigmore Hall,

we knew we wanted to share it with as many people as

possible. As we were considering how best to

programme Tracing, I kept thinking of more nocturnes,

cradle songs, and works with a nighttime theme or feel

that I love playing. There were pieces central to my

childhood that made me fall in love with music and the

violin, such as Lili Boulanger's Nocturne and Fauré's

Berceuse. There were also pieces which I came across

later, such as the beautiful Nocturne by Johannes

Röntgen, a manuscript of which was recently sent to me.

Martin and I arrived at a selection that takes us on a

colourful journey through many different characteristics of

the nighttime, portrayed by a range of wonderful

composers: the music is by turns gentle, passionate,

despairing, joyful, cocooning – with surprises hidden in

every shadow. – Fenella Humphreys

 

MOON SHADOWS

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Fenella Humphreys Martin Roscoe
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Recorded in 1997 and 1998 and released in 1999 as

Rachel Podger's seminal solo debut albums, J. S.

Bach's complete Sonatas and Partitas for Solo Violin

are re-released today. Hailed at the time by The Irish

Times as "Clearly, a violinist to watch out for," Podger

more than fulfilled that early promise. In approaching

these works, Podger sought to find "the language of

these works, to understand their complexity, to search for

the meaning in every phrase… and finally come out the

other end with something clear and beautiful." More than

300 years after their composition, Bach's Sonatas and

Partitas continue to astonish performers and listeners

alike: a piece of wood, a few strings and a bow, and an

almost unbelievable world of expression. As Podger

observes, "Every note and expression has its rightful

place and nothing ever seems too elaborate or deprived

of something or too intense. The music flows with a

confidence that balances our intellectual, emotional and

spiritual interests."

COMPLETE SONATAS &
PARTITAS

Composer(s): Johann Sebastian Bach
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

La liberazione di Ruggiero dall’isola d’Alcina by

Francesca Caccini is the first opera composed by a

woman. Created in Florence in 1625 for the Medici

court, this "favola in musica" combines singing, dancing,

and spectacular stage effects in the tradition of early

Florentine opera. Inspired by an episode from Ariosto's

Orlando Furioso, it tells the story of the knight Ruggiero's

liberation from the enchantments of the sorceress Alcina,

in a world where illusion and reality collide before giving

way to a celebratory finale.

 

LA LIBERAZIONE DI
RUGGIERO

Composer(s): Francesca Caccini

Artist(s): Mathilde Etienne Emiliano Gonzalez
Toro Lorrie Garcia Alix Le Saux Juan Sancho
Natalie Perez Jordan Mouaissia Nic
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

La morte d'Orfeo (1619), Stefano Landi's first opera,

marks a pivotal moment in the history of Italian opera.

Drawing on the myth of Orpheus, it focuses not on his

descent into the Underworld but on his final moments

and ultimate apotheosis. Rooted in the early pastoral

opera tradition while anticipating the Roman Baroque

style, this pastoral tragicomedy combines expressive

drama, musical innovation, and unexpected comic

elements. Through its inventive vocal writing and forward-

looking dramaturgy, La morte d'Orfeo stands as a

landmark in the development of seventeenth-century

music theatre.

 

LANDI: LA MORTE
D'ORFEO

Composer(s): Stefano Landi

Artist(s): Les Epopees Juan Sancho Hasnaa
Bennani Isabelle Druet Paul Figuier Claire
Lefilliatre Anais Yvoz Floriane Hasler
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Johanna Hermann, the wife of Otto Müller, came from a

family of art lovers. Her parents supported her, and after

her marriage – which relieved her of the need to earn a

living – she was able to hone her natural talent for

composition under the guidance of teachers such as

Alexander Zemlinsky and Franz Schmidt, acquiring

comprehensive technical skills in composition. The

results were so remarkable that renowned luminaries

such as Wilhelm Furtwängler championed her work. The

String Quintet, Op. 7, composed in 1908–09, already

reveals her symphonic ambitions; its expansive scope

and dense motivic development are on a par with the

musical trends of the time. A successful attempt at self-

assertion that had long since been realised by the time

she composed the Cello Sonata, Op. 17, a decade and

a half later, which is significantly more compact.

Impressionistic sparkle, powerful lines, carefree dreamy

landscapes and pastoral tranquillity combine in the

composer's final piece of chamber music, creating a

lasting impression.

STRING QUINTET &
CELLO SONATA

Composer(s): Müller-Hermann, Johanna

Artist(s): Packo, Kajana; Detoni, Danijel;
Ensemble Louise Farrenc
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Ever since sacred music was invented, clerics,

theologians and zealots have been in a never-ending

conflict over the true way to praise the Lord with song.

For some, it could not be austere enough; for others, it

could not be opulent and operatic enough – and in the

end, they all made an indelible contribution to the

repertoire. With his Opus 7, printed in Venice in 1662,

Giovanni Legrenzi, formerly conductor of the Accademia

dello Spirito Santo in Ferrara, provided compelling

evidence that extremes can be transcended and merged

into a higher unity. The additional monastic night prayers

("Compline") and Marian chants rise above all dark

thoughts with an almost playful cheerfulness, without the

music lacking in meditative contemplation. And above it

all reigns a polyharmonic vitality that casts off all attempts

at theological speculation.

 

LEGRENZI: COMPIETE
CON LE LETTANIE ET
ANTIFONE DELLA BEATA
VERGINE A 5, OP. 7

Composer(s): Anonymous; Legrenzi,
Giovanni

Artist(s): Renz, Christopher; Schneider,
Alexander; Ensemble Polyharmonique;
Chung, Joowon; Gaubitz, Johannes
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Richard Wagner found his British colleague Ciprian

Potter to be an "old-fashioned but quite loveable

composer". On 28 May 1855 in London, he conducted

Potter's symphony in G minor with such authority that not

only was the "old, friendly eccentric man" enthusiastic,

but the audience as well. And why wouldn't they be, when

this magnificent work of 1832 contains just about

everything one would expect from the very best of

orchestral music and everything one had come to

recognise from the historical giants Haydn and

Beethoven – without, however, succumbing to that

tasteless form of imitation that clumsily panders to the

prevailing taste. A delightful gem, the Duo concertant for

violin, piano and orchestra of 1827, follows the

Symphony in B flat major (composed in 1821),

concluding the fourth instalment of the forthcoming

complete recordings: a three-movement showpiece with

which the "quirky old eccentric" certainly need not hide

behind comparable works by Weber, Hummel and other

virtuoso contemporaries.

 

COMPLETE SYMPHONIES,
VOL. 4

Composer(s): Potter, Cipriani

Artist(s): Süner, Alican; BBC National
Orchestra of Wales; Trevelyan, Julian;
Griffiths, Howard
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Just as his brother Joseph, who was four years older,

Anton Foerster (1837–1926) received his musical

education in Prague. He then found a position in Senj,

Croatia, as a choir director and organist, ultimately

settling down in the Slovenian capital of Ljubljana in the

position of cathedral music director. His quasi-

ecclesiastical activities did not prevent him from writing

an operetta entitled Gorenjski slavcek in 1872, which –

after Foerster had adapted it into a three-act opera in

1896 – became a national opera in Slovenia. Many of

the work's melodies evolved into folk songs that are still

familiar today. The plot is somewhat reminiscent of Karl

May's colportage novel The Road to Happiness, in

which, as is well known, no fewer than three naturally

gifted musicians are discovered. Foerster's opera

centres on Minka the "nightingale", who catches the eye

of a French impresario but, following a series of

dramatic twists and turns, ultimately follows her heart and

stays in her homeland – where, as we hear, rousing

music is sung.

 

FOERSTER: GORENJSKI
SLAVCEK

Composer(s): Foerster, Anton; Pesjak, Luiza;
Züngel, Emanuel František

Artist(s): Fournier, Martin; Jankowski,
Mareike; Crnic, Neven; Orešcanin, Ivan;
Pichler, Roman; Zelinka, Wilfried; Hribernik,
Marko; Kim, Daeho; Solunya, Ekaterina;
Chor der Oper Graz; Feldhofer, Sieglinde;
Grazer Philharmonische Orchester
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

The fact that the name and work of the Baden court

conductor Franz Danzi are held in the highest regard,

particularly among wind quintet players, is only to be

expected given that his catalogue of works includes no

fewer than nine pieces for this ensemble. It seems that

this hard-working man had a particular fondness for wind

instruments – especially the flute, which he featured in

three sets of works accompanied by two, three and four

string players. Having added the three Flute Trios, Op.

71, to our catalogue only a few weeks ago, we now

present another distinctive collection penned by Danzi:

the three Quintets, Op. 50, which subtly bridge the gap

between the outer reaches of the Classical period and

the early Romantic era. Whereas the first piece in E flat

major is unquestionably one of those delightful, gallant

works, the later Quintet in B minor is cast in the soft

shadows of a new era. The predominantly dance-like

mood of the final work – interrupted by an expressive

Larghetto – concludes the cycle with a touch of nostalgia.

 

DANZI: FLUTE QUINTETS,
OP. 50

Composer(s): Danzi, Franz

Artist(s): Ardinghello Ensemble
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

P.E. Lange-Müller (1850–1926) thought little of what he

had made. He shrank from the honours his country

pressed upon him – but Denmark heard it otherwise.

Largely self-taught, a melodist by instinct, he set his

tunes to a harmony no one had taught him, and across

half a century he wrote more than two hundred songs that

were sung and played in Danish homes as no others

were. In this 6-CD set, the successor to Dacapo’s Peter

Heise: The Song Edition, pianist Christian Westergaard

and thirteen of Denmark’s finest singers bring together,

for the first time, the heart of Lange-Müller’s songbook.
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Oleg Marshev Scriabin volume 2 Gramophone

considered Oleg Marshev’s first album of Prokofiev on

Danacord (DACOCD391) as featuring ‘one of the most

authoritative and impassioned performances [of the First

Sonata] on disc so far’. His interpretation of the ‘War’

Sonata trilogy was awarded a ‘Classic CD Choice’ and

compared with pillars of the gramophone such as

Richter, Berman and Ashkenazy. Born in Baku,

Azerbaijan, Oleg Marshev trained with Valentina Aristova

at the Gnessin State Musical College and with Mikhail

Voskresensky at the Moscow Conservatoire. He is

numbered among the fifth generation of Russian pianism

since Liszt, through the lineage of Alexander Siloti,

Konstantin Igumnov and Voskresensky’s teacher, Lev

Oborin. Resident in Italy since 1991, Marshev received

awards in several international piano competitions in

Canada, Italy, Portugal, Spain, USA, including four first

prizes. He is now widely acknowledged as one of the

most talented Russian pianists of his generation.
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The freshly launched Colburn Collection is already

expanding with a second volume: ‘Conversations’ by

Colburn’s inaugural Honors Chamber Music Ensemble,

Trio Caspar. The trio was awarded the Gold Medal at the

2026 Fischoff Competition; as such Delos is thrilled to

release its debut album. Though the four works

presented here inhabit strikingly different musical worlds,

together they reveal the remarkable expressive range of

the clarinet-violin/viola-piano trio. Schumann’s

Märchenerzählungen unfolds with poetic lyricism and

Romantic intimacy, while Stravinsky’s L’Histoire du

soldat brims with rhythmic vitality and neoclassical wit.

Schoenfeld’s Trio draws on the exuberance and

emotional depth of the klezmer tradition, and Libby

Larsen’s Slang blends jazz, boogie, funk, and

contemporary classical idioms into a vibrant and

unmistakably American voice. Each composer

approaches the ensemble from a unique perspective,

blending the distinctive character and expressive identity

of each instrument into a single musical conversation.

CONVERSATIONS

Composer(s): Libby Larsen 

Paul Schoenfeld 
Artist(s): Trio Caspar
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Presses Universitaires de France and Frémeaux &
Associés present this history of the Vikings, narrated by
Lucie Malbos, Senior Lecturer in Medieval History at the
University of Poitiers, member of the Centre for
Advanced Studies in Medieval Civilization, and a
specialist in the Scandinavian world of the Early Middle
Ages. Horned warriors, "longships" cutting through icy
seas, daring explorers reaching America before
Christopher Columbus – the images associated with the
Vikings are numerous, captivating, yet often far removed
from historical reality. This lecture moves beyond such
clichés to rediscover complex, dynamic societies deeply
embedded in the major developments of medieval
history. By tracing how the figure of the Viking was
constructed from the Middle Ages to our contemporary
imagination, Lucie Malbos invites listeners on a journey
into the heart of a period and regions that remain largely
misunderstood. Drawing on the most recent research –
archaeology, genetic analysis, textual studies, and more
– she reveals Scandinavian societies undergoing
profound transformation, shaped by conflict, exchange,
cultural integration, and social innovation. She
demonstrates how the Vikings contributed to the rise of
medieval Europe. Far more than a simple account of
conquest, this exploration offers a fresh perspective on
the Viking Age, the interactions between the Nordic,
Western, and Eastern worlds, and the far-reaching
transformations that shaped Northern Europe during the
Middle Ages. Claude COLOMBINI FRÉMEAUX

 

LES VIKINGS

Composer(s): Lucie Malbos
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The Presses Universitaires de France and Frémeaux &
Associés present a biography of Jean Zay, explained
and analyzed by Olivier Loubes, a historian specializing
in the nation, the political imagination, cinema, and
education in France. Seventy years after his
assassination by the Milice, Jean Zay entered the
Panthéon in 2015, joining the great figures of French
republican history. Yet his name remains unfamiliar to
many French people. A member of the Popular Front
and a left-wing Radical, Jean Zay served as Minister of
National Education and Fine Arts from 1936 to 1939. He
was one of the boldest architects of France's cultural and
educational modernization. In just a few years, he
initiated reforms whose influence can still be felt today.
His remarkable life, brutally cut short by political hatred
and antisemitism, lies at the heart of some of the major
memory debates surrounding the twentieth century. Long
caricatured and exploited by the far right, his legacy has
lost none of its relevance. His commitment to education,
culture, democracy, and the Republic continues to shed
light on contemporary debates. Through his writings,
speeches, and public actions, this book invites readers
to rediscover a visionary statesman whose ideas and
struggles resonate with striking relevance today. 3 CD
audiobook, in French. Claude COLOMBINI FRÉMEAUX
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Bruno Latour (1947–2022) was one of the defining
thinkers of our time – a philosopher of scientific practice
and a pioneer of symmetrical anthropology, an approach
that places humans and the living world on the same
plane of existence. This audio biography, based on
interviews with Nicolas Truong, traces Latour's
intellectual journey, from his Burgundian roots to his work
at Sciences Po, from his involvement with the Centre for
the Sociology of Innovation to his reflections on political
ecology. Throughout these conversations, Latour sets out
his method, discusses the thinkers who shaped him, and
reflects on his doubts as well as his hopes, concluding
with a deeply personal message to his grandson. In an
implicit dialogue with Michel Serres and his *The Natural
Contract*, Latour reminds us of the urgent need to invent
new institutions capable of enabling humanity to inhabit
the Earth responsibly. An essential audio document for
anyone seeking to grasp the ethical and political
significance of his work. Christophe LOINTIER & Patrick
FRÉMEAUX

 

UN PHILOSOPHE DES
SCIENCES

Composer(s): Bruno Latour

Artist(s): Bruno Latour

Label: FREMEAUX & ASSOCIES (FRE)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: FA5870

Primary Barcode: 3561302587028

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $20.99

3561302587028

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

40

3561302587028

$  20.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

41

ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Why do so many peacebuilding efforts fail? In this
rigorous and committed work, Édouard Jourdain begins
with a personal shock: a postdoctoral researcher at the
École Polytechnique on February 24, 2022, he saw the
predictive models he had been working on collapse on
the very day Russia invaded Ukraine. A PhD in political
science and a lecturer at the Université Catholique de
l’Ouest, he questions the ways we think about war and
peace – and argues that our tools suffer not from a lack
of data, but from a lack of forms of collective intelligence.
This is where the notion of the commons comes into
play, drawing on the work of Elinor Ostrom and tested in
concrete experiences such as Rwanda’s gacaca
community courts, the confederal system of Rojava, and
the governance of the International Space Station. A
book addressed as much to specialists as to citizens
seeking to understand why peace cannot simply be
decreed – it must be built. Claude COLOMBINI and
Patrick FRÉMEAUX
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COMMUNS
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Emir Abd el-Kader remains one of the towering figures
of modern history. This book retraces the defining
moments of his remarkable life: his resistance to the
French invasion, his political commitment, and his pivotal
role in the struggle against colonial rule. A visionary
military leader and an exceptional statesman, he earned
the respect of both his followers and his adversaries
through his profound learning, nobility of character, and
boldness of thought. A scholar and a man of deep faith,
Abd el-Kader placed spirituality at the heart of both his
thinking and his actions. Exiled to Damascus after his
imprisonment, he won international acclaim in 1860 for
rescuing thousands of Christians threatened with
massacre, an act that established him as an enduring
symbol of interfaith dialogue. In this book, Karima Berger
highlights this essential inner dimension of a man whose
deepest wish was to devote himself entirely to the
spiritual quest. From Algeria to France and finally to
Damascus, the Emir's extraordinary journey continues to
illuminate our own time through the depth, universality,
and enduring relevance of his legacy. 3 CD audiobook,
in French. Claude COLOMBINI FRÉMEAUX
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This CD accompanies and mirrors the book "Listening

to Birds and the Sounds of Nature" by Bernard Fort,

offering a sensitive and demanding journey through the

French audio-naturalist school, from its pioneers to its

contemporary practitioners. From Jean Roché to

Fernand Deroussen, from Bernard Fort to Marc

Namblard, from Denis Wagenmann to Olivier Pichard,

from Boris Jollivet to Pascal Dhuicq, and extending to

the critical and post-naturalist approaches of Adèle de

Baudouin, Grégoire Chauvot, and Mélia Roger, each

listening piece affirms a singular way of inhabiting the

world through sound. Forests, reed beds, deserts, clear-

cut landscapes, wetlands, and nocturnal environments

become territories of attention. Here, recording nature is

by turns observation, narrative, composition, patient

listening, and testimony. A disc designed to teach us

how to listen to birds and animals – and, through them, to

the environments that sustain them. Patrick Frémeaux
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Both a vibrant tribute and a sensitive re-creation, Tribu
Nougaro brings together three exceptional musicians
around a shared sacred flame: that of the language and
swing unique to Claude Nougaro. Without superfluous
effects, the trio creates a rare sense of intimacy with the
listener. The poetry of the Toulouse-born poet regains all
its evocative power here, blending elegance, sensuality,
and rhythmic precision. A deeply inspired
reinterpretation that celebrates the vitality of the
repertoire of a major artist in our cultural heritage.
Augustin BONDOUX / Patrick FRÉMEAUX
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"Fracasse" rises as a true theatrical reverie, inspired by
the emblematic novel of Théophile Gautier yet
transcended by the singular vision of Daniel Mesguich.
Through his pen and before the microphone, this story
becomes a theatrical epic of rare intensity, a verse text
from which moments of striking power burst forth. In this
free and audacious "adaptation," Mesguich unveils a
fascinating invention: the troupe of actors gives way to an
assembly of specters, illustrious "spect-actors," vibrating
with a burning desire to live again. These enigmatic
presences summon the young Baron de Sigognac,
drawing him into a poetic resurrection where art acts as
a contagious force, rekindling life with an almost
miraculous brilliance. This approach compels admiration
by celebrating theater in its purest essence: a place
where the vertigo of eternity meets the awareness of
finitude. This dialogue between the ephemeral and the
immutable gives the work a deeply moving resonance.
The sound direction by Maxime Richelme, of remarkable
quality and worthy of the greatest cinematic productions,
fully immerses the listener and transforms the work into
an intense sensory experience. Finally, as a performer,
Daniel Mesguich displays extraordinary virtuosity,
embodying with rare intensity all the figures of the play.
He delivers here a masterful performance, at once
inhabited, generous, and profoundly inspired. Claude
COLOMBINI FRÉMEAUX
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"Charles Trenet did not attain poetry through song. He

bestowed his poetry upon song. At the age of eighteen,

he already belonged to literature. He was recognized by

Max Jacob, Cocteau, and Fargue as being 'marked by

the sign.' If he chose to sing, it was to enclose himself

within a circle of light. Because he refused to become an

adult." Gaston BONHEUR

INTEGRALE, VOL.16 - 
POESIE

Composer(s): Charles Trenet
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Ernest Ranglin is one of the legendary and greatest
Jamaican Jazz guitar players. He first recorded with
blues and calypso artists as well as for the James Bond
Dr. No film soundtrack. This anthology gathers the cream
of these dazzling early recordings, some of his best, and
finally reissues his world class, ultra rare debut jazz
album – the second ever album issued on the Island
label and produced by the famous Chris Blackwell.
Patrick FRÉMEAUX "Ernest is the greatest musician
ever out of Jamaica. Jamaica has produced some pretty
incredible musicians. Jazz musicians. A lot of them. But I
think Ernest is really the best." – Chris BLACKWELL,
Island Records

 

THE INDISPENSABLE
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Ricky Nelson established himself as one of the major
figures of American popular music in the late 1950s, a
symbol of a new youth driven by the rise of rock 'n' roll.
Produced by Olivier Julien, this anthology brings together
his foundational hits recorded between 1957 and 1962
for Imperial Records. From "Lonesome Town" to "Poor
Little Fool," including "Be-Bop Baby" and "Travelin'
Man," a style of remarkable clarity emerges: a warm
timbre, clear melodic lines, and a subtle balance
between rock, country, and ballad. This anthology
restores, in their original freshness, the essential
milestones of a body of work that played a lasting role in
the emergence of modern teenage culture. Patrick
FRÉMEAUX

 

THE INDISPENSABLE
1957-1962

Composer(s): Various Artists

Artist(s): Ricky Nelson
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Raymond Devos remains the most virtuosic of French-

speaking comedians, the absolute master of an art in

which language becomes a dizzying playground. The first

CD brings together live recordings made between 1956

and 1959 at the Alhambra, Les Trois Baudets, and

Bobino. Here we discover Devos in full ascent, a

tightrope walker of words, whose sketches such as "La

mer démontée," "Caen," "Le plaisir des sens," and "Les

contraventions" already reveal a unique architecture: a

taste for paradox, rhythmic precision, and that rare ability

to unsettle reality through the very logic of words. The

second CD expands this portrait with rare and

unexpected material: a sung repertoire, a poetic cycle,

as well as a foray into theatre. A landmark anthology that

captures both the genesis of a major body of work and

the stage energy of an artist at the height of his powers.

 

SKETCHS - CHANSONS -
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Dedicated to a major figure of American music, this box
set curated by Olivier Julien traces Etta James's rise,
from her early Rhythm and Blues successes to the great
works of orchestral Soul. It reveals a voice of rare
intensity, at the crossroads of Gospel, Blues, and Pop.
An essential anthology covering the years 1955–1962,
the golden age of a major performer who would go on to
leave a lasting mark on the history of Soul music. Patrick
FRÉMEAUX
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Originally released in 1962, these recordings offer a rare
opportunity to experience some of Jean Anouilh's
greatest works: "Antigone" (after Sophocles), "Medea",
"Ardèle, or The Daisy", "Cécile, or The School for
Fathers", and "The Tug-of-War Fair". In these readings,
Anouilh reveals the distinctive qualities of his writing: a
style at once elegant and incisive, infused with gravity,
disillusionment, and dark humor. Few playwrights have
ever given such a direct and compelling voice to their
own work. In this exceptional collection, Jean Anouilh
reads from his own plays, bringing to life their inner
rhythm, irony, and dramatic tension. His voice conveys
the theatre exactly as he conceived it, offering an
interpretation uniquely faithful to the author's intentions. A
major archival recording, this set provides an invaluable
introduction to the work of one of the greatest French
playwrights of the twentieth century. 5 CD audiobook, in
French. Patrick FRÉMEAUX

 

JEAN ANOUILH LU PAR
JEAN ANOUI
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Singer, dancer, and actress with incomparable
magnetism, Eartha Kitt left a mark on 20th-century music
with her feline voice and unmistakable phrasing.
Directed by Olivier Julien, this box set brings together
her recordings from 1952 to 1962, a formative decade
during which Eartha Kitt established a recognizable
style. She blends sophisticated irony, dramatic intensity,
sensuality, and theatrical presence. It includes her
performances such as C’est si bon, I Want to Be Evil,
Santa Baby, and My Heart Belongs to Daddy, along with
many rare tracks. A journey into the world of an elegant,
subversive, and timeless artist. Patrick FRÉMEAUX

 

COMPLETE EARTHA KITT
1952-1962
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

A visionary composer, Olivier Messiaen profoundly
transformed the history of contemporary music by
making birdsong one of the essential sources of his
musical language. Fascinated by the rhythms of nature,
he devoted some of his most innovative works to birds.
This anthology brings together the historic recordings of
the Catalogue d’oiseaux, made in 1959 with Yvonne
Loriod, the composer's favored interpreter and muse. A
monumental work for piano of the twentieth century, this
vast sonic fresco translates into music the landscapes,
light, and birdsongs observed throughout France. The
box set is complemented by Oiseaux exotiques (1956),
a brilliant orchestral work conducted by Rudolf Albert
under Messiaen's artistic supervision, as well as by the
deeply moving Quartet for the End of Time, recorded in
1957 with the composer at the piano. In this major
twentieth-century work, written while in captivity during
the war, birdsong becomes a symbol of freedom,
spirituality, and eternity. Patrick FRÉMEAUX

CATALOGUE D'OISEAUX
ET AUTRES

Composer(s): Olivier Messiaen
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

John Williams is universally renowned as the composer
of some of the greatest film scores in cinema history,
including Star Wars, Jaws, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial,
Indiana Jones, Superman, and Harry Potter. Yet before
becoming the undisputed master of the Hollywood film
score, he was an accomplished jazz pianist, arranger,
and conductor. This complete collection, produced by
Olivier Julien, is devoted to the composer's formative
years and sheds light on the musical foundations of one
of the twentieth century's greatest creative artists. Patrick
FRÉMEAUX

 

INTEGRALE 1957-1962

Composer(s): John Williams

Artist(s): John Williams
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Jean de La Fontaine remains one of the greatest authors
in French literature. His Fables, learned in childhood and
rediscovered throughout our lives, form a cornerstone of
France's literary heritage. Here, his work is brought to life
by some of the greatest voices in French cultural history:
Fernandel, Gérard Philipe, Jean-Louis Barrault, Pierre
Fresnay, Michel Bouquet, Madeleine Renaud, and
Edwige Feuillère. Famous fables and rare, sometimes
risqué texts come together in this remarkable anthology,
produced by Jean-Baptiste Mersiol, a true hymn to the
art of spoken word and the beauty of diction. 2 CD
audiobook, in French. Patrick FRÉMEAUX

 

FABLES

Composer(s): Jean de la Fontaine

Artist(s): Various Artists
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

First Prize winner of the 2022 Queen Elisabeth

Competition, Hayoung Choi quickly established herself

as one of the most compelling cellists of her generation.

Joined by the Antwerp Symphony Orchestra and

conductor Tomáš Netopil, she explores two landmark

concertos that reveal the full expressive range of her

instrument. Elgar's Cello Concerto, one of the most

beloved works in the repertoire, unfolds as a deeply

personal farewell, filled with lyricism, nostalgia and quiet

resignation. In striking contrast, Lutoslawski's

groundbreaking Cello Concerto challenges every

convention of the genre, placing the soloist at the heart of

a bold and uncompromising musical drama. This album

inaugurates a new recording series from the Antwerp

Symphony Orchestra, created in partnership with

laureates of the Queen Elisabeth Competition. Recorded

in the exceptional acoustics of the Queen Elisabeth Hall

in Antwerp, it celebrates both a remarkable young artist

and the enduring legacy of one of the world's most

prestigious music competitions.

 

CELLO CONCERTOS

Composer(s): Edward Elgar Witold Lutoslaws

Artist(s): Hayoung Choi Antwerp Symphony
Orchestra Tomas Netopil
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

This recording approaches Antonio and Hernando de

Cabezón's music through a creative performing concept.

Rather than presenting the two composers' works as

self-contained keyboard pieces, the artists placed them

in dialogue with their vocal and instrumental models.

Original chansons and songs, newly improvised

diminutions and Cabezón's own glosas intertwine,

revealing a fascinating interplay between composition,

ornamentation and improvisation.

GUARDAME LAS VACAS

Composer(s): Antonio de Cabezon 

Hernando d
Artist(s): Fabio Antonio Falcone Francesca 
Cassinari Timea Nagy Pablo Garrido 
Mauricio Montufar
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

In this recording, Gianluca Cascioli explores Beethoven

through a dialogue between an historical instrument and

the musical text itself. Drawing on original sources and

contemporary accounts, he seeks neither reconstruction

nor tradition, but a renewed understanding of the works'

inner logic. From the dramatic architecture of the

'Appassionata' to the visionary language of Op. 109 and

the concentrated poetry of the Bagatelles Op. 126, these

performances aim to reveal Beethoven's music with

freshness, clarity and expressive depth.

APPASSIONATA

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven

Artist(s): Gianluca Cascioli
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

The Odessa-born pianist Boris Bloch uses this CD box

set to lend weight to his desire to transcend the

boundaries of human life through art in order to attain

higher insights. The set includes 13 CDs with works by,

among others, Scarlatti, Bach, Mozart, Beethoven,

Schubert, Chopin, Liszt, Rachmaninoff, and Tchaikovsky.

"This edition bears the title 'Aveu passionné' – on the

one hand because of the Tchaikovsky piece of the same

name (in English, 'Passionate Confession'), and on the

other because of my most intimate connection to all the

works gathered here," says Boris Bloch. "'Of his

diligence' – as Lessing puts it – 'everyone may boast.'

Well then: this edition documents nothing more and

nothing less than the eternal and unattainable goal of

grasping at the stars beyond. Robert Musil posed the

question: 'What remains of art?' He gave his own laconic

answer: 'We remain, as changed beings.'"

 

BORIS BLOCH: AVEU
PASSIONNÉ

Composer(s): Anonymous; Bach, Johann
Sebastian; Balakirev, Mily Alexeyevich;
Beethoven, Ludwig van; Borodin,
Alexander; Busoni, Ferruccio; Chopin,
Frédéric; Liszt, Franz; Lyadov, Anatoly;
Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus; Mussorgsky,
Modest; Pabst, Paul; Rachmaninoff, Sergei;
Rimsky-Korsakov, Nikolai; Scarlatti,
Domenico; Schubert, Franz; Scriabin,
Alexander; Stadler, Maximilian; Taneyev,
Sergei; Tchaikovsky, Pyotr Ilyich
Artist(s): Bloch, Boris; Villiers, David de;
Orchestre der Folkwang Hochschule
Label: GRAMOLA (GML)
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Mezzo-soprano Christina Baader, known for her work in

opera and concert performances, and the sensitive

Viennese pianist Ingrid Marsoner present an unusual

program: in addition to Robert Schumann's famous song

cycle "Frauenliebe und -leben" (Woman's Love and Life),

the program features songs based on texts by the same

poet (Adelbert von Chamisso) set to music by the

legendary friend of Brahms, his estate administrator and

editor – Eusebius Mandyczewski. A line from the sixth

song reads "What do you want to ask?" and, for

Christina Baader, forms the heart of her program: the

women and young female characters in the songs on this

recording have much to tell. Also featured are two further

song cycles by the outstanding Croatian composer Dora

Pejacevic – long forgotten after her early death and now

rediscovered – one of which is set to poems by Rainer

Maria Rilke, whom she met in Vienna in 1916. Pejacevic

was deeply rooted in and well-known within the cultural

life and musical circles of Central Europe, allowing her to

witness numerous performances of her works.

Schumann's "Frauenliebe und -leben" was composed in

1840, the year he was finally able to marry Clara Wieck

and composed no fewer than 140 songs. This is the

carefree backdrop for the song cycle, which spans the

arc from early love to the man's death. It is a thoroughly

self-assured and strong woman who narrates the story;

at the same time, gender roles here remain within the

framework of the 19th-century bourgeois milieu.

WAS WILLST DU 
FRAGEN

Composer(s): Eusebius Mandyczewski Dora
Pe

Artist(s): Christina Baader Ingrid Marsoner
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"Who is afraid of women composers? I ask, adapting
Ingo Metzmacher's title for his New Year's concerts: 'Who
is afraid of new music?' Because the dance music of
women composers is Viennese music. Vienna is also a
city of women composers!" With these words, the award-
winning cultural journalist and curator Irene Suchy
introduces the present program of this CD, titled "New
Year's Concert of Women Composers." Alongside
contemporaries of Johann Strauss, works by women
composers of our own time are also heard: Johanna
Doderer, Viola Falb, Melissa Coleman, and Ursula
Erhart-Schwertmann seamlessly link their works to the
historical dances – from quadrille to polka française,
from waltz to galop – of their predecessors. The
ensemble ƒ, consisting of Anaïs Tamisier and Marianna
Oczkowska on violin, Goran Kostic / Angelica
Weinberger on double bass, and Ursula Erhart-
Schwertmann on cello, present works by largely unknown
women composers such as Constanze Geiger, Henriette
Fahrbach, Gisela Frankl, Countess Anna von
Stubenberg, Josefine Weinlich, Gypsy Countess Verona,
and Mathilde Kralik.

NEW YEAR'S CONCERT 
BY WOMEN

Composer(s): Melissa Coleman Violeta Dines

Artist(s): ensemble f Ursula Erhart-
Schwertmann Anais Tamisier Marianna
Oczkowska Goran Kostic Angelica
Weinberger Jan Satler
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WHY THIS CD In 1966, shortly before Fritz Wunderlich's

death, Polydor released a record entitled 'Eine

Weihnachtsmusik', sung and narrated by Hermann Prey,

Fritz Wunderlich and Will Quadflieg. Alongside the well-

known Bible verses from Luke 2, verses 1–20, the two

singers added ten popular Advent and Christmas carols.

Interspersed among these are several pieces of music in

the style of pastoral music (Albinoni and Telemann).

Taking inspiration from the brilliant production by

Hermann Prey, Fritz Wunderlich and Will Quadflieg, I put

together a concert and a similar recording 60 years later

as a family project. As Hessischer Rundfunk was

interested in recording the concert and went on to

broadcast it twice at Christmas 2025, this CD – now

available – was subsequently produced in collaboration

with the label hänssler CLASSIC.

 

WUNDERVOLLE
WEIHNACHT

Composer(s): Johann Sebastian Bach traditi

Artist(s): Dietrich Volle Hartmut Volle Michael
Volle Thomas Volle
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"Every few years I bring out both sonatas and observe

with interest how my approach to them shifts slightly each

time, while my enthusiasm remains unaltered. So this

recording too (essentially like any fixed record of music

that is in itself fleeting) can only be seen as a progress

report, which will be followed by updates. Both works

reveal their mastery by rewarding every rediscovery of

them." Kathrin Isabelle Klein

 

SONATAMANIA, VOL. 1

Composer(s): Johannes Brahms Robert
Schuma

Artist(s): Kathrin Isabelle Klein
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"Come, I want to show you something." Nareh

Arghamanyan conceives her programmes as journeys of

discovery. She brings rarely heard music to light,

connects works across periods and styles, and opens

new perspectives. Strauss Transformed: eight pianist-

composers, eleven conversations with Johann Strauss,

and Vienna as the point of departure for a journey of

discovery.

 

STRAUSS TRANSFORMED

Composer(s): Leopold Godowsky Alfred
Grunf

Artist(s): Nareh Arghamanyan
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Vibrant, expressive, captivating! "Although all three

showed their own distinctive personalities, their vividly

wide-awake ensemble playing made for an electrifying

interpretation that commanded the audience's attention

for every single second." (Süddeutsche Zeitung)

 

BEETHOVEN X
SCHACHTNER

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven
Johannes

Artist(s): Johanna Schubert Merle Geissler
Philipp Kirchner
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On their first CD, the Trio Neo musicians – Nemorino

Scheliga, Theo Plath and Aris Alexander Blettenberg –

have brought together two works full of contrasts: Michail

Glinka's Trio pathétique and Ludwig van Beethoven's

Trio op. 38. Although they were composed at roughly the

same time, they open up windows on very varied musical

worlds: on the one hand Glinka's passionate, highly

Romantic style, on the other hand Beethoven's classically

inspired clarity and serenity.

 

BLINKA & BEETHOVEN -
TRIO NEO

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven Michail

Artist(s): Trio Neo Nemorino Scheliga Theo
Plath Aris Alexander Blettenberg
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This recording offers us the pleasure of discovering

previously unearthed musical gems from a period that is

actually very familiar to us. Hermann Grädener was a

contemporary of Antonín Dvorák and Edvard Grieg and

worked mainly in Vienna. With family roots in Rostock,

Kiel and Hamburg, he was the second 'northerner' in the

Habsburg metropolis, alongside the more famous

Johannes Brahms. Featured too on this recording is

Mathilde Kralik von Meyrswalden, who was based in

Vienna at almost the same time as Grädener. She came

from a Bohemian family of glassmakers and grew up in

Linz, not far from her arguably most important teacher,

Anton Bruckner. She composed a single symphony,

completely revising it toward the end of her life, giving it

an anthemic conclusion.

 

MATHILDE KRALIK VON
MEYRSWALDEN |
HERMANN GRÄDENER

Composer(s): Anonymous; Grädener,
Hermann; Kralik, Mathilde von
Artist(s): Norddeutsche Philharmonie
Rostock; Bosch, Marcus; Triendl, Oliver;
Ingelgem, Tineke Van
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The programme of this CD comprises four works by

Josef Schelb that – in the case of the Capriccio and the

Horn Concerto – have not been issued on recording

media in any form, or only – the Wind Concerto and his

Trauermusik – in the form of old historic recordings. They

were written during what might be called Schelb's middle

period, the ten years between 1948 and 1958; Horn and

Wind Concertos were both composed in the year 1953.

During that post-war decade, Schelb was composing flat

out, unsurprisingly given that he had to make good the

distressing losses of earlier works and limits on activity

caused by two world wars and the intervening periods of

recession in Germany.

 

JOSEF SCHELB -
CAPRICCIO |
HORNKONZERTE |
TRAUERMUSIK |
BLÄSERMUSIK

Composer(s): Schelb, Josef
Artist(s): Stier, Mathis; Palermo, Calogero;
Hülshoff, Alexander; Karmon, Nina; Triendl,
Oliver; Fuchs, Martin; Joulain, Hervé; Stier,
Johanna; Hasselt, Wim van; Rohde, Mark;
Münchner Rundfunkorchester; McKenna,
Niamh
Label: HAENSSLER CLASSIC (HAE)
Release Type: PHYSICAL
Item #: HC26010
Primary Barcode: 0881488260106
Disc Count: 1
Format(s): COMPACT DISC
US SRP: $20.99

0881488260106

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

68

0881488260106

$  20.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

69

ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Giuseppe Tartini (1692–1770) was a leading Italian

composer and violinist of the Baroque period. He is

particularly well known for his numerous violin concertos

and violin sonatas. His pieces are characterised by

virtuosic passages, expressive melodies and

demanding playing techniques. Tartini attached great

importance to a beautiful, singing tone on the violin.

Among his best-known works is the Violin Sonata in G

minor, nicknamed the 'Devil's Trill Sonata'. It is still

regarded today as one of the most difficult and famous

works in the violin repertoire.

 

CREMONA 3

Composer(s): Grancesco Geminiani Giuseppe

Artist(s): Berliner Barock Solisten
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The Unreleased Tapes With previously unreleased

recordings from his family's archive, this release

provides yet another impressive testament to his

immense discographical legacy. "And yet, listening

today to those great, mightily effective recordings with

their solemn, strict pulse and impulsive contrasts, with

their Expressionist, almost Romantic sound, one might

be forgiven for bemoaning a vanished performance

ideal." (Lothar Brandt)

 

KARL RICHTER
UNRELEASED TAPES

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven
Johannes

Artist(s): Karl Richter
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Philip Glass: The Complete Piano Etudes presents one

of the defining masterpieces of contemporary piano

literature in a magnificent new recording by Steinway

Artist Ji Liu. Performed with exceptional technical

brilliance, poetic sensitivity, and profound musical

insight, this complete two-disc set reveals the

extraordinary emotional range, lyricism, and hypnotic

beauty of Glass's twenty Etudes. Recorded in the superb

acoustics of Shenzhen University Concert Hall, this is an

interpretation of remarkable depth that stands among the

finest recordings of these landmark works.

THE COMPLETE PIANO
ETUDES

Composer(s): Philip Glass

Artist(s): Ji Liu
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Caelis Academy Ensemble, under the direction of

Matthew Larkin, make their debut album with Lily Long

Foretold, a programme of sacred choral music for the

Christmas season. Christmastide has inspired an

extraordinary body of music across centuries and

cultures, and this album brings together Gregorian chant

with works from the Renaissance and Romantic periods

alongside contemporary compositions. Drawing on

music from England, Scotland, the Netherlands, France,

Russia, and Canada, the programme reflects themes of

Advent, the Annunciation, the Nativity, Epiphany, and the

quiet solitude of winter. At the heart of the album is the

image of the lily, a longstanding symbol of the Virgin

Mary and the inspiration for Tate Pumfrey's title work, Lily

long foretold. Bringing together music from different

periods and traditions, the programme reflects on Mary's

faith and the beauty of the Christmas story, while

exploring themes of expectation, stillness, light, and

renewal. Based in Ottawa, Caelis Academy Ensemble is

a Canadian chamber choir specializing in liturgical and

concert music rooted in the Anglican and Catholic

cathedral traditions. Across nine seasons, the ensemble

has given more than 200 performances and undertaken

an international tour, while building a wide-ranging

repertoire across cultures and genres. Matthew Larkin,

the ensemble's Founding Director, is an organist,

conductor, composer, recording artist, and educator who

has been at the forefront of Canadian liturgical, choral,

and keyboard performance for four decades. A Fellow of

the Royal Canadian College of Organists, he currently

serves as Director of Music at Annunciation of the

Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church in Ottawa.

 

LILY LONG FORETOLD

Composer(s): Andrew Balfour John Goss Fra

Artist(s): Caelis Academy Ensemble
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Canadian woodwind quintet Ventus Machina celebrates

its 15th anniversary with "Very Ventus Christmas!", its

fourth album and a collection drawn from nearly a

decade of music created for the ensemble's annual

holiday concert series. One of the group's most popular

and meaningful traditions, the series brings together

familiar favourites and music from around the world,

reflecting the memories, customs, and experiences that

shape the holiday season. Arrangements by clarinetist

and in-house arranger James Kalyn place a distinctive

Ventus Machina stamp on beloved seasonal repertoire,

while selections chosen by the ensemble's members

reflect personal traditions and memories from Sweden,

Colombia, Hawaii, and beyond. Joined by a string

quintet, which the ensemble calls a "lush pocket

orchestra," and four guest vocalists, Ventus Machina

brings warmth, colour, and versatility to Very Ventus

Christmas! Rooted in the classical woodwind quintet

tradition, the ensemble is known throughout Maritime

Canada for dynamic performances that embrace an

eclectic range of styles through original arrangements

and collaborations with artists across the region. Their

work has earned multiple MusicNB Award nominations,

including Album of the Year, an East Coast Music Award

nomination, as well as the 2018 MusicNB Award for

Classical Artist of the Year.

 

VERY VENTUS
CHRISTMAS!

Composer(s): Adolphe Adam Robert Alex
Ande

Artist(s): Ventus Machina Christina Raphaelle
Haldane Monette Gould Marie-Pier Arsenuau
Robert Thomas
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Following their critically acclaimed first album devoted to

Felix Mendelssohn's Symphonies Nos. 3 & 5 (Trophées

Radio Classique, Amadeus d'oro, among many

accolades), conductor Maxim Emelyanychev and the

Scottish Chamber Orchestra have recorded a second

volume comprising three works inspired by the

composer's literary passions. Starting with the evergreen

Hebrides Overture – the result of Mendelssohn's

devotion to Sir Walter Scott that led to a trip to Scotland

– the programme continues with the Goethe-inspired

Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage Overture and ends

with the Shakespearean incidental music for A

Midsummer Night's Dream, featuring vocalists Hilary

Cronin, Rowan Pierce and the Scottish Chamber

Orchestra Chorus. Suffused with magic and mystery, A

Midsummer Night's Dream includes arguably the world's

most famous tune: the 'Wedding March'. This album

adds another layer to a partnership that has grown

steadily stronger over the years and is set to continue

into the next decade.

HEBRIDES OVERTURE
&OTHER WORKS

Composer(s): Felix Mendelssohn 
Artist(s): Maxim Emelyanychev 

Scottish Chamber Orchestra
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On 20 November 2026, Métier is thrilled to present a

stunning new work, Brueg[h]el’s Brush: 25 Miniatures for

Solo Violin and Solo Viola by composer Nigel Clarke.

Inspired by 25 paintings by the Bruegel family (and

followers) exhibited in the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of

Belgium. This exciting collaboration between composer

Nigel Clarke, acclaimed violinist/violist Peter Sheppard

Skærved, and the RMFAB aims to help the museum’s

visitors and international online audiences develop a

deeper understanding of the Brueg[h]el dynasty’s art with

the aid of music. The work was premiered in the Bruegel

Room at the RMFAB in the spring and summer of 2026,

performed by Peter Sheppard Skærved alongside music

composed in Bruegel's lifetime by composers including

Ortiz, Bassano, Marini, van Eyck and Dowland. Nigel

Clarke and Peter Sheppard Skærved have collaborated

on several projects over the last thirty years, led by their

areas of shared interest and travel, but this is the first

time they have worked together on art. The miniatures

were recorded on historic string instruments including

two violins dating from the time of the Brueg[h]el family,

one of which is a 1629 Amati. Pieter Bruegel was the

greatest Flemish painter of the 16th century and his

masterpieces still speak to our imagination. An astute

observer, his paintings capture everyday life with its

many celebrations and festivals, as well as mythological

works, landscapes and still lifes, always rich in detail,

colourful and visceral, and often humorous. The collection

in the Royal Museums of Fine Arts contains many of his

greatest works, and those of his family and

contemporaries. The 11 movements comprising ‘Book

One’ replicate the sequence of paintings by Pieter

Bruegel the Elder and his son Pieter Brueghel the

Younger from the most celebrated room in the museum.

The 14 movements making up ‘Book Two’ reflect the

constellation of works scattered across the whole site,

also including works by Jan Brueghel the Elder, Jan

Brueghel the Younger, as well as collaborations with

Peter Paul Rubens and Hendrick van Balen the Elder.

 

25 MINIATURES .

Composer(s): Nigel Clarke

Artist(s): Peter Sheppard Skaerved Peter
Sheppard Skaerved

Label: METIER (MTR)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: MEX77146

Primary Barcode: 809730714627

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $18.99

809730714627

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

75

809730714627

$  18.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

76

ABOUT THIS RELEASE

This third volume dedicated to Joseph-Hector Fiocco

completes the portrait of a major composer in 18th-

century Brussels musical life. His music captivates with

its expressive richness, its melodic sweep, and the

remarkable synthesis it achieves between French and

Italian traditions. Heir to a cultural environment where

Lully and Italian opera coexisted, Fiocco developed a

personal language imbued with elegance, light, and

sensuality. The works gathered here illustrate the

importance of the central role of the voice in his writing,

supported by refined and nuanced harmony. This

program brings together six sacred motets for various

forces, ranging from four to six voices, accompanied by

an instrumental ensemble typical of their period.

Dominated by Marian devotion, this selection highlights

the inventiveness and mastery of a composer whose

catalogue has been largely lost. A valuable contribution

to the rediscovery of an exceptional part of Belgium's

musical heritage.

PETITS MOTETS, VOL. III

Composer(s): Joseph-Hector Fiocco

Artist(s): Scherzi Musicali Nicolas 

Achten Wei-Lian Huang Edilsa 

Samanez Andrea Gavagnin Pierre 

Derhet Maxime Melnik Ann Cno
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Ignaz Pleyel, a pupil of Haydn, was arguably the most

popular composer in Europe during the early years of the

19th century, with his works published, republished and

pirated across the continent. The String Trios and Duos

illustrate the subtlety of his motivic links between themes

and a rich variety of contrasts as well as unexpected

excursions that surprise and entertain. Pleyel also

liberates the cello from its previously functional basso

role, and employs subtle chromatic inflections, revealing

compositional mastery and freshness of invention. The

Pettman Ensemble's recording of Pleyel's String

Quintets can be heard on Naxos 8.574492.

 

PLEYEL: STRING TRIOS,
OP. 11, NOS. 1-3 & DUO
FOR VIOLIN & CELLO, OP.
12, NOS. 4-6

Composer(s): Pleyel, Ignaz Joseph

Artist(s): Thompson, Curt; Salzmann, Edith;
Luo, Wenhong
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Rossini's Il vero omaggio, or 'The True Homage', is a

cantata written for a gala concert at the Congress of

Verona in 1822. The composer used his pre-existing

work La riconoscenza almost in full but added extra

music, composed a new finale, and adapted several

pieces for different voice categories. The story is of a

pastoral couple on their wedding day – a self-confident

shepherd and a timid shepherdess – and reveals

Rossini's effortless skill in crafting a 'new' work of

personal and expressive warmth.

 

ROSSINI: IL VERO
OMAGGIO

Composer(s): Genoino, Giulio; Rossi,
Gaetano; Rossini, Gioachino

Artist(s): Mchedlishvili, Sofia; Iervolino,
Teresa; Fogliani, Antonino; Lorenzi,
Roberto; Cracow Philharmonic Orchestra;
Cracow Philharmonic Chorus; Misseri,
Giorgio; Angelini, Michele
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Guitarist Hamish Strathdee's collaboration and strong

artistic connection with the Australian composers

featured on this recording testify to his deep belief in

working closely with composers to bring new music to

life. The serious intent of Harry Sdraulig's Sonata also

displays exuberant playfulness and contemplation,

contrasting with the virtuosity of Elizabeth Younan's

Fantasia No. X, and the calmly intense portrayal of

Australia's Carnarvon Gorge in Paul Ballam-Cross's This

Wide Quietness. The strange dances of Connor

D'Netto's Tarantism form a set of miniatures, while the

gentle softness of Olivia Bettina Davies' In Flow preludes

the bluegrass, jazz and rock music sound world of Holly

Harrison's Bee's Knees.

 

AUSTRALIAN GUITAR
MUSIC

Composer(s): Ballam-Cross, Paul; Davies,
Olivia Bettina; D'Netto, Connor; Harrison,
Holly; Sdraulig, Harry; Younan, Elizabeth

Artist(s): Contra Guitar Duo; Strathdee,
Hamish
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The villuppattu ("song of the bow") is a tradition of epic

and ritual songs from the Tamil region, performed here

by S. P. Muttulakshmi and T. Muttusvami Pulavar: the

main instrument (the large villu bow) and light percussion

instruments provide the rhythm for the chanting of sacred

texts rising from the temple. Villuppattu orchestras

perform at major seasonal village festivals held in lower-

status Hindu temples dedicated to a demon-god and/or

his consort. This tradition attaches great importance to

the sacred nature of texts (preserved on palm leaves)

that recount the history of local deities. A bow 2 to 3

metres long serves as a percussion instrument and rests

on a terracotta pot (kutam). The string, to which small

bells are attached, is struck by two singers using a pair

of sticks; and the pot is struck by a musician with a large

spatula. Three other percussionists and singers play a

small hourglass-shaped drum (udukkai), small cymbals

(jalra) and wooden claves (kattai).

 

SOUTH INDIA

Composer(s): S. P. Muttulakshmi T. Muttusv

Artist(s): S. P. Muttulakshmi T. Muttusvami
Pulavar
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Mezzo-soprano Justina Gringyte, one of the most

electrifying voices of her generation, returns to Ondine

with a powerhouse new album—an all-Verdi celebration

recorded with the Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della

RAI under the dynamic baton of Robert Trevino. This

album charts Verdi's creative evolution across nearly five

decades, from the youthful fire of his 1839 debut opera

to the sweeping emotional landscapes of his mature

masterpieces. Gringyte brings blazing intensity and

velvet-dark lyricism to iconic arias from Il trovatore and

Aida, while also illuminating hidden gems from Verdi's

rarely performed early operas—works that modern

audiences seldom have the chance to experience. A

thrilling blend of discovery and tradition, this release

showcases Gringyte at her dramatic best, revealing

Verdi's genius in all its breadth, beauty, and operatic

grandeur.

 

ARIAS & OVERTURES

Composer(s): Giuseppe Verdi

Artist(s): Justina Gringyte Orchestra Sinfonica
Nazionale della RAI
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Pianist Peter Jablonski's first volume in a multi-volume

series featuring the complete piano works by Karol

Szymanowski (1882–1937). Already for decades, Peter

Jablonski has been an ardent champion of Polish music

and his award recordings for Ondine include several

albums devoted to works by Polish composers. A

contemporary of Stravinsky and Bartók, Karol

Szymanowski was a leading figure in Polish music

during the first decades of the 20th century.

 

COMPLETE PIANO
WORKS, VOL. 1

Composer(s): Karol Szymanowski

Artist(s): Peter Jablonski
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"Our debut album FOR FOUR journeys across four
centuries of music, with J.S. Bach's Art of Fugue at its
heart. Performed on period instruments, it brings Bach
into vivid conversation with Purcell, Locke, Byrd and bold
contemporary works. Four distinct voices chase,
challenge and inspire one another, revealing the timeless
power of music created in dialogue." Hannah Tibell is a
prominent Baroque violinist and chamber and orchestral
musician in the Öresund region. She performs with
Bellevue String Quartet, Concerto Copenhagen, Höör
Barock and Göteborg Baroque, as well as leading early
music ensembles in the UK. Her recordings include Höör
Barock's Golovinmusiken, winner of the 2020 Swedish
Grammis for Best Classical Album. Canadian-American
Baroque violinist Alison Luthmers is an acclaimed
leader, soloist and chamber musician. She performs
regularly with Concerto Copenhagen and Camerata
Øresund and has appeared as guest concertmaster with
numerous Scandinavian ensembles. Her first solo album,
featuring J.H. Roman's Assaggi for Solo Violin, was
released in 2025, when she was also named "Artist of
the Season" by Swedish Radio P2. Rastko Roknic
studied viola in Belgrade and Oslo and Baroque viola in
Odense. He performs with Scandinavian early music
ensembles and has appeared across Europe, the
Middle East and the USA. His discography includes
around 30 recordings, among them the Grammis-
winning Roman: Golovinmusiken and the Diapason d'Or-
winning Muffat: Armonico tributo. Judith-Maria
Blomsterberg studied cello in Lübeck and Baroque cello
with Jaap ter Linden at the Royal Conservatoire The
Hague. A member of Concerto Copenhagen since 2007,
she is currently its principal cellist and also performs with
Barokksolisterne and other chamber ensembles. She
regularly teaches Baroque cello at music academies in
Malmö, Copenhagen and Odense.

BELLEVUE STRING
QUARTET: FOR FOUR

Composer(s): Anonymous; Bach, Johann 
Sebastian; Blomberg, Hanna; Byrd, William; 
Locke, Matthew; Morini, Guido; Morley, 
Thomas; Purcell, Henry; Schop, Johann 
Artist(s): Bellevue String Quartet
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Leokadiya Kashperova (1872–1940) was a brilliant

Russian composer and pianist whose music once

captivated audiences across Europe. As teacher and

mentor to the young Igor Stravinsky, she also helped

shape one of the twentieth century's most influential

composers. Celebrated in her lifetime, Kashperova and

her music were largely forgotten after the Russian

Revolution. Today, her rediscovery reveals an original

and compelling musical voice that deserves to be heard

again. Already acclaimed as a prize-winning pianist,

Kashperova launched her composing career with two

cello sonatas of remarkable confidence and originality.

Published as her Opus 1, they combine intensely poetic

cello writing with a piano part of dazzling brilliance and

technical ambition. Echoes of Brahms, Chopin,

Tchaikovsky and her teacher Anton Rubinstein are

transformed through Kashperova's distinctive

imagination. Bridging the musical worlds of Rubinstein

and Rachmaninov, the sonatas bring fresh energy,

emotional depth and individuality to the Romantic

repertoire. Cellist Janne Fredens and pianist Søren

Rastogi were immediately captivated by the sonatas'

melodic richness, emotional power and imaginative

writing. Kashperova's soaring melodic lines allow the

cello to sing, while the virtuosic piano part rivals

Rachmaninov in brilliance and intensity. Through patient

musical detective work, the two performers uncovered

the subtle motifs and disciplined structures beneath the

music's passionate surface. With few previous

performances to guide them, they embraced

experimentation and interpretative risk, revealing the

sonatas' vivid colours, dramatic contrasts and

remarkable emotional range, and affirming

Kashperova's rightful place on the international concert

stage.

RESURGENCE

Composer(s): Leokadiya 

Kashperova 
Artist(s): Janne Fredens Soren Rastogi 
Label: OUR RECORDINGS (OUR) 
Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: 8.226946

Primary Barcode: 0636943694626 
Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $21.99

0636943694626

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

84

0636943694626

$  21.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

85

ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Early music ensemble Le Sommeil and mezzo-soprano

Margarita Slepakova present a PENTATONE debut of

Semele, a striking reimagining of the myth of desire,

revelation, and transformation. In this interpretation,

Semele moves among gods yet remains unanchored,

caught between mortal longing and divine illusion. When

she insists on seeing Jupiter in his true form, the

boundary between human and divine dissolves –

irreversibly, fatally, and yet meaningfully. The programme

brings together a rich tapestry of baroque and

contemporary voices, weaving excerpts from George

Frideric Handel's Semele, John Eccles' dramatic setting,

and Marin Marais' Sémélé, alongside new works by

Gabriel Smallwood, Pablo FitzGerald, Giulio Tanasini,

and Pablo Gigosos. Arrangements by Le Sommeil and

Flavio Ferri-Benedetti reframe these fragments into a

continuous dramaturgy, culminating in a spoken epilogue

written by Margarita Slepakova that refracts the myth

through a contemporary lens. The result is a musical

narrative where centuries converse, and where Semele's

transformation resonates as both ancient archetype and

present-day reflection.
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"his playing flashes with summer lightning… His reflexes

are nervy and rapid, and he dispatches every outlandish

difficulty with an astonishing ease and fleetness."

(Gramophone), "Exhilarating, and a real revelation"

(Guardian), "larger-than-life swagger… unflinching

technique… thrillingly demonic." (Guardian). Vincenzo

Maltempo's recordings for Piano Classics have

consistently been praised with the highest superlatives,

for both his uncanny technical facilities and his deep

musical insight. His first Alkan recordings established

him as first-class virtuoso, while his further recordings

with works by Liszt, Scriabin, Schumann, Dukas,

Beethoven, Chopin and Brahms showed a musician with

a keen sense of emotional depth. This extraordinary CD

presents a wildly varying selection of encore pieces,

short works of either intimate lyrical character or of

dazzling virtuosity, a true extravaganza of pianistic

fireworks!
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If the name of Jan Václav Voríšek (1791–1825) rings any

bells, it is likely because of his reputation as the first

composer to write a piece entitled 'Impromptu'. In fact,

the title was likely coined by a shrewd publisher after the

composer's early death from tuberculosis at the age of

34, when presented with the opportunity to profit from a

collection of short and captivating, self-contained piano

pieces which do not answer to the conventions of

established genres such as the suite or sonata. Michele

Bolla naturally opens this generous, 80-minute survey of

Voríšek's output for solo piano with the Op. 7 set of six

Impromptus. What distinguishes his performance from

those scant rivals on disc is his use of instruments from

the composer's time: an 1830 fortepiano by Johann

Paridon, and a modern copy of an 1800 fortepiano by

the doyen of Viennese piano-builders, Anton Walter.

Proceeding in chronological order, and thus

demonstrating Voríšek's evolution and sense of musical

adventure through the course of his brief career, Michele

Bolla then turns to the C minor Fantasy Op. 12.

Conceived on a grander scale than the Impromptus, the

Fantasy draws on the heritage of Mozart in its vocally

shaped melody with wide leaps and high contrasts in the

manner of an operatic scena. An appealing set of six

Variations Op. 19 is based on a gentle theme apparently

of Voríšek's own invention. The technical demands are

modest compared with the Fantasy or the following

Sonata, but the burnished colour of his harmony and the

soft contours of phrasing respond naturally to the

rounded, "speaking" quality of the fortepiano. Finally,

Michele Bolla delivers a coruscating account of the B flat

minor Sonata Op. 20 which makes the most compelling

claim for Voríšek as an overlooked precursor to titans of

the Romantic piano such as Chopin and Schumann. First

published in 1825, the Sonata bears the subtitle 'quasi

una fantasia', perhaps to claim a lineage from

Beethoven's pair of sonatas Op. 27 from 1801. The

listener may soon find themselves thinking of Beethoven

in the turbulent finale with its rushing semiquavers and
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Building on the success of 19 volumes of the series

Nordic Journey, American organist James D. Hicks

begins a new adventure for discovering both living and

past German organ music composers and arrangers. Dr.

Hicks performs upon the 1904 Walker / 2004 Kuhn pipe

organ in St. Georg Church in Ulm, Germany.
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Anton Bruckner: Symphony No. 9 in D minor With a final

movement, drawn from original sources and

supplemented and completed by Gerd Schaller. Revised

Edition (2024) "For the fourth movement of his Ninth

Symphony Anton Bruckner left only sketches. Gerd

Schaller signs already the third recording of the

symphony as he completed it. In fact, he conducts a

revised version of his first score. The result is fascinating

because of its modernity and at the same time it sounds

so familiar." - Pizzicato
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Anton Bruckner: Symphony No. 9 in D minor With a final

movement, drawn from original sources and

supplemented and completed by Gerd Schaller. Revised

Edition (2024) "For the fourth movement of his Ninth

Symphony Anton Bruckner left only sketches. Gerd

Schaller signs already the third recording of the

symphony as he completed it. In fact, he conducts a

revised version of his first score. The result is fascinating

because of its modernity and at the same time it sounds

so familiar." - Pizzicato
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“I focused on identifying the essence of the symphony

and bringing it to life on the organ. However, this also

meant that I had to concentrate on certain elements and

omit others. Ultimately, my aim was to create an

independent organ work through my arrangement. I had

great pleasure in transcribing Bruckner’s Seventh

Symphony for the organ, with its wide-flowing lines and

rich palette of sounds. May this arrangement inspire

listeners to get an idea how it might have sounded when

Bruckner enchanted the audience with his

improvisations.”
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The star-studded vocal group Ecstatic Ensemble was

formed on the initiative of Malena Ernman during the

pandemic and has, among other things, recorded the

concert film "Ecstatic Ensemble Sings Early Music" at

the Stockholm Concert Hall. The film was broadcast on

Konserthuset Play and was later acquired by SVT, where

it was available for viewing during 2023. With the album

The Lost Music of Women – from Ancient Times to

#metoo, Ecstatic Ensemble takes you on a journey from

the breathtaking era of 1400 BCE right up to the present

day, featuring music by the women who were not allowed

to be noticed. Hear vocal music by the Viking skald

Jorunn, Barbara Strozzi, Francesca Caccini, and many

other unjustly forgotten women. Music from castles,

convents, and mountain pastures, in flight from war,

revolution, and slavery. All performed a cappella. All the

singers in the group have backgrounds in professional

choirs such as the Swedish Radio Choir, the Eric

Ericson Chamber Choir, and Mogens Dahl Chamber

Choir. They are experts in widely differing fields such as

early music, Baroque, opera, jazz, and musical theatre. In

Ecstatic Ensemble, they are united by a love of vocal

harmony.
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Festivals sponsored by the Medici of Florence were

among the most renowned of the time. The Medici were

a mercantile family ennobled in the 1530s, when the

senior male family member was first declared duke of

Florence and granted the right of hereditary succession

to the throne. The family's anxiety about its origins

inspired it to stage extravagant festivals that outdid those

of the historic European nobility. Medici festivals are

documented by remarkably full evidence: prose

accounts, sketches of the triumphal arches of wood and

floats that carried allegorical and mythological figures,

and music. But of these elements, the music has been

the least effectively presented to present-day devotees

of Renaissance culture. This album completes the

reclamation of elements of High-Renaissance Florentine

festivals. It contains surviving music for Medici festivals,

most of it not yet recorded and the vast majority of it

written by the principal composers in Medici service:

Philippe Verdelot, Jacques Arcadelt, Francesco

Corteccia, and Alessandro Striggio. All were preëminent

figures in European music history more generally, and

their festival music is of the highest artistic quality.

Aficionadoes of these mythic events will now be able to

hear the music that contributed to the powerful

impression these pageants left on contemporaries.
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Reference Recordings is proud to present this new

album containing works for cello and piano by five

American composers, all from East Coast states: Amy

Beach, Paul Creston, Aaron Copland, Frederick S.

Converse and Samuel Barber. Written between the late

19th century and mid-20th century, these works are

special favorites of the artists, Sergey Antonov (cello)

and Ilya Kazantsev (piano). These two award-winning,

Grammy-nominated performers are each sought-after

solo performers, but also perform frequently as a duo

and have recorded several albums of traditional piano

repertoire as well as their own transcriptions.
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This release from The Carice Singers, conducted by

George Parris, brings together the complete

unaccompanied choral works of Michael Tippett (1905–

1998), marking the ensemble's debut recording with

Signum Classics. Composed across the first twenty-five

years of Tippett's career, these works reveal a composer

whose choral writing draws on Renaissance polyphony

and English madrigal tradition while remaining distinctly

his own – rhythmically inventive, harmonically

adventurous, and full of vivid word-painting. Long under-

explored despite Tippett's stature as a choral conductor,

this music is presented here with fresh clarity, offering

listeners a compelling overview of an important strand of

twentieth-century British choral repertoire.
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More than three decades after his first recording of the 

great Classical trumpet concertos, Reinhold Friedrich 

returns to the works that have accompanied him since 

the beginning of his artistic life. Yet this recording is far 

more than a repetition: 36 years of intensive 

engagement, new insights gained from original sources 

and urtext editions, and a fresh perspective on historical 

instruments lead to a fascinating and deeply personal 

reassessment of this repertoire. At its heart are the five 

great Classical trumpet concertos by Johann Michael 

Haydn, Leopold Mozart, Joseph Haydn and Johann 

Nepomuk Hummel – works composed within a period of 

only four decades, yet documenting a fundamental 

transformation in the art of trumpet playing. In Salzburg, 

we encounter the breathtaking virtuosity of the natural 

trumpet and a style of performance still rooted in the 

traditions of the Rococo, with its distinctive approach to 

articulation, ornamentation and musical expression. 

Michael Haydn and Leopold Mozart wrote for exceptional 

virtuosi whose astonishing abilities still command 

admiration today. With Anton Weidinger’s invention of 

the keyed trumpet, a new chapter begins in Vienna. 

Joseph Haydn’s celebrated concerto of 1796 and 

Johann Nepomuk Hummel’s E major concerto of 1803 

explore the instrument’s newly acquired chromatic 

possibilities – while demanding an entirely different 

understanding of sound, articulation, dynamics and 

musical character. Drawing on original sources and the 

distinctive sound world of historical instruments, Reinhold 

Friedrich challenges interpretative traditions that have 

shaped these works for decades. Haydn’s concerto 

emerges not merely as a virtuoso audition piece, but as 

a profoundly lyrical and cantabile work of remarkable 

expressive refinement. Hummel’s extrovert concerto, 

meanwhile, reveals a wealth of surprising musical 

connections, with references and quotations reaching 

towards Mozart, Haydn, Cherubini and – most strikingly 

–Beethoven and his Fidelio.

KLASSISCHE
TROMPETENKONZERTE

Composer(s): Ludwig van Beethoven Michael
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SOMM Recordings is proud to pay tribute to the 50th 

anniversary of legendary conductor Rudolf Kempe

(1910–1976) by re-issuing his 1971 ex-libris stereo 

recording, which was first released in 2000. This 

performance of Kempe conducting the Tonhalle-

Orchester Zürich in the Symphony No. 8 in C Minor by 

Anton Bruckner was recorded at the Zürich Tonhalle 

Studios, and it now features state-of-the-art remastering 

by Lani Spahr. Kempe served as the Chief Conductor of 

the Tonhalle-Orchester Zürich from 1965–1972, and this 

rare recording of Bruckner's Eighth Symphony is an 

important memorial of his tenure. His sudden death at 

the age of 65 in May 1976, ten months after being 

appointed chief conductor of the BBC Symphony 

Orchestra in London, was truly a profound shock to the 

world of music. Robert Matthew-Walker writes: "Kempe's 

knowledge of the score – he almost invariably conducted 

from memory – combined with his sensitivity and deep 

musicianship, his experience as an orchestral player and 

his imaginatively flexible approach to structure and 

phrasing marked him out as a true master. We must 

profoundly regret that he did not record more Bruckner: 

in his hands, the Eighth Symphony is a tremendous 

revelation of the composer's genius, for he shows it to be 

one of the greatest symphonies of any period, 

enormously powerful, vast in conception, full of wonderful 

melody and orchestrated magnificently." Bruckner's 

Eighth is his last completed symphony and the only one 

to be published before its first performance, which took 

place in 1892. Two complete autograph manuscripts of 

the symphony exist, dating from 1887 and 1890, and 

there are multiple editions. The first edition, containing 

some relatively minor changes from the 1890 

manuscript, was the version used at the first 

performance. The Austrian musicologist, Robert Haas, 

took what he admired from Bruckner's different versions 

and combined them into his own edition. His version has 

proved enduringly popular, and it is the one used by 
Rudolf Kempe.
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SOMM Recordings continues its close partnership with 

the distinguished mixed-instrument ensemble I Musicanti 

in a release of chamber music for strings by the British 

composer Ivor Hodgson. I Musicanti and its founding 

artistic director, internationally renowned double bass 

virtuoso and conductor Leon Bosch, share with SOMM a 

commitment to artistic enterprise. Their collaboration, 

combining advocacy, scholarship, and performance at 

the highest level, has built a distinctive and critically 

acclaimed discography. Hodgson's 2025 SOMM debut 

featured his first Piano Quintet, performed by I Musicanti 

and Peter Donohoe on a release of British Piano 

Quintets [SOMMCD 0707]. This new release features 

three of his chamber works: his String Quintet No. 1,

"Sonata da chiesa"; String Quintet No. 2, "Twinkle, 

Twinkle Little Star"; and String Septet No. 1, "The 

Women of Gairsay." Although Hodgson has composed a 

great variety of music in all genres, it is perhaps 

chamber music that lies closest to his heart, and the 

three significant works on this release are indicative of 

his inherent mastery of the genre. His proficiency is fully 

demonstrated in his earliest composition, the String 

Quintet No. 1, "Sonata da chiesa," which takes its name 

from the musical form that emerged in Italy at the 

beginning of the 17th century. Hodgson's sonata is in 

three movements: "Come una chiesa" (Like a Church); 

"Processione"; and "Pregare" (To Pray). The composer 

displays his structural and expressive command in music 

that finds depth in what might at first appear to be quite 

simple material. Whilst Hodgson's String Quintet No. 1 

was his first completed composition, his String Quintet 

No. 2, "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star," is his most recent. It 

was inspired by a Dark Sky experience in New Zealand 

that sparked an idea for a piece that would portray the 

continual shifting of light and distances involved in 

travelling through space.
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The presence of several recordings of Sir George 

Dyson's music in SOMM's past catalogue bears witness 

to the label's strong advocacy and affinity for the 

Yorkshire-born composer and organist. They include a 

release of his Choral Music conducted by Sir David 

Willcocks [SOMMCD 014]; premiere recordings of St. 

Paul's Voyage to Melita and Agincourt with Vernon 

Handley conducting the Bournemouth Symphony 

Orchestra & Chorus [SOMMCD 234]; and The Open 

Window, Complete Music for Piano with Simon 

Callaghan [SOMMCD 0622-2], which was selected for a 

Gramophone Critic's Choice and received a four-star 

review from BBC Music Magazine. With their latest 

release, SOMM reminds us of the true worth of Dyson's 

music, which still remains unaccountably neglected. This 

new release includes Dyson's 1943 overture, At the 

Tabard Inn; his Violin Concerto from 1941; and a hymn 

from 1956, Hierusalem, with the BBC Concert Orchestra 

and Choir of Merton College, Oxford, led by John 

Andrews, who has conducted many of the UK's leading 

ensembles and is an exponent of neglected English 

music. The vocal soloist in Hierusalem is London-based 

lyric soprano Olivia Carrell, noted for her "silvery 

soprano" and "stunning" singing. Welsh violinist Charlie 

Lovell-Jones has been recognised as one of the most 

promising international soloists of his generation since 

making his sold-out Royal Festival Hall debut at the age 

of 15. George Dyson (1883–1964) showed early talent 

as an organist and, in 1900, he won an open scholarship 

to the Royal College of Music, where he studied organ 

with Dr William Stevenson Hoyte and composition with 

Sir Charles Villiers Stanford. In 1938 he became the first 

alumnus to be appointed director of the RCM. Among his 

most notable works of this period is the four-movement 

Violin Concerto, which was favourably received by both 

the press and the public.

VIOLIN CONCERTO &
OTHER WORKS

Composer(s): Sir George Dyson

Artist(s): Charlie Lovell-Jones Olivia Carrell
Oxford Choir of Merton College BBC Concert
Orchestra John Andrews

Label: Somm Recordings (SOM)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: SOMMCD 0735

Primary Barcode: 748871073524

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $20.99

748871073524

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

99

748871073524

$  20.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

100
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Jan Bartoš and Jakub Hruša: Ullmann, 

Stravinsky, and Prokofiev in extraordinary 

contexts The new album by pianist Jan 

Bartoš, the Bamberger Symphoniker, and 

conductor Jakub Hruša brings together three 

major figures of music in the first half of the 

20th century: Viktor Ullmann, Igor Stravinsky, 

and Sergei Prokofiev. Its programme reveals 

not only the stylistic affinities between their 

works but also the remarkable connections 

all three composers had with interwar 

Czechoslovakia and its vibrant musical life. 

At the heart of the recording is Viktor 

Ullmann’s Piano Concerto, Op. 25 (1939), 

dedicated to the pianist Juliette Arányi. Its 

musical language combines impulses from 

the Second Viennese School with a rhythmic 

energy reminiscent of Stravinsky and 

Prokofiev. In 1942, Ullmann and Arányi were 

deported to Theresienstadt, where they 

became involved in the musical life of the 

ghetto. A planned performance of the 

concerto there never took place. In 1944, 

both were transported to Auschwitz and 

murdered; the work did not receive its world 

premiere until 1992, in Stuttgart. The album 

is complemented by Stravinsky’s 

Symphonies of Wind Instruments and Sergei 

Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 1 in D-flat 

major. Stravinsky visited interwar 

Czechoslovakia repeatedly, where his music 

found a strong response, notably from 

Václav Talich and Bohuslav Martinu. Talich 

was also an important advocate of 

Prokofiev’s music; in 1934, the composer 

himself performed his First Piano Concerto 

in Prague. Also noteworthy are the historical 

ties between the Bamberger Symphoniker 

and Prague.
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Saxophonist and composer Luboš Soukup is one of the
most prominent figures in Czech modern jazz. Based in
Copenhagen since 2010, he is now moving back to
Czechia after more than fifteen years and, to mark his
return, releases an album, entitled Amber Rails, with his
new all-Czech band and presenting his compositions
inspired by gospel, blues and modern jazz. Soukup has
founded and been the leader of several international
collectives, mostly with a strong Danish or Scandinavian
element, and has released more than ten albums of his
original music. His other releases on the Animal Music
label in recent years have included the successful album
Zeme (Earth, 2017), featuring guest guitarist Lionel
Loueke; the free-jazz album Christiania (2020), on which
Soukup performs with the Czech-Danish Freetown
Quartet; Levitas (2020), featuring German pianist
Christian Pabst; and Machina Mundi (2022), recorded
with the eponymous Scandinavian formation and
featuring analogue synthesizers. Amber Rails is
Soukup's first purely Czech project in a long time,
featuring pianist Jirí Levícek, double bassist and
composer Jaromír Honzák (whom Soukup dubs an
"honorary godfather of Czech jazz") and Jakub Švejnar
on drums, who is a foremost member of the experimental
and free-jazz scenes. Guitarists David Doružka and
Casper Hejlesen join the line-up as guests, with Hejlesen
representing a connection with the Danish scene, which
was Luboš Soukup's second home for more than fifteen
years. One of the pieces is dedicated to Marilyn Mazur, a
drummer, percussionist and a longtime collaborator of
Miles Davis, who was an important influence on Soukup
and from whose hands he received the prestigious
Discovery of the Year prize at the 2017 Danish Music
Association (Dansk Musiker Forbund).
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Conceived as a soundscape shaped by the four
elements – earth, water, fire, and air – and carried by the
luminous voice of Manu Le Prince, Terra Canta weaves
a delicate and evocative thread between jazz and
Brazilian poetic song. In this album, the great singer pays
tribute to the celebrated composers of her beloved
Brazil, from Dori Caymmi to Milton Nascimento, from
Hermeto Pascoal to Marcos Valle, performing alongside
their musicians. She broadens her repertoire to include
songs by Michel Jonasz and American jazz standards,
which enter into dialogue with original works with Arnaud
Dolmen, David Linx, Giovanni Mirabassi, and Jorge
Continentino. Recorded between Paris and Rio de
Janeiro, Terra Canta gathers remarkable talents on both
sides of the Atlantic, resulting in a recording of rare
beauty and profound poetic resonance. Augustin
BONDOUX / Patrick FRÉMEAUX
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With O Sinto, Sébastien Kauffmann celebrates twenty

years of music and confirms his place among the leading

voices of Gypsy swing. Rooted in the Alsatian and

Moselle tradition, in the lineage of Tchavolo and Dorado

Schmitt, he combines dazzling technique with mature

phrasing and expression. The album strikes a fine

balance between original compositions and classics,

instrumentals and songs, swings, waltzes, and ballads.

Kauffmann's radiant virtuosity is matched by Heidi Adel's

deeply expressive voice and lyrics, often sung in

Romani, giving the band a distinctive identity rooted in

Manouche culture. Augustin Bondoux / Patrick Frémeaux
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Raised in the ranks of Californian bop, the gifted multi-

instrumentalist Eric Dolphy brought a fresh breath into

the most diverse contexts. A tireless "bridge-builder"

toward a different realm of jazz – freer, and one he

helped magnificently to open up – he stands as a

profoundly sincere, principled, and generous artist. Here,

he reveals the many facets of his art: the raw emotion of

beauty laid bare. Jean-Paul RICARD
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On May 15, 1953, at Toronto's Massey Hall, five leading

figures of bebop came together for a single appearance:

Charlie Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, Bud Powell, Charles

Mingus, and Max Roach. This legendary concert

captures bebop at its peak, balancing architectural rigor

and blazing freedom. Driven by a powerful rhythm

section, Parker and Gillespie display dazzling

inventiveness. Released alongside Franck Médioni's

240-page book "Jazz at Massey Hall", this album

transcends the historical document to stand as one of the

greatest concerts in jazz history.
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Dedicated to one of the founding figures of orchestral
jazz, this box set produced by Alain Pailler and Tony
Baldwin explores the decisive years of Duke Ellington, a
leading force of the Harlem Renaissance between 1927
and 1931. From the earliest iconic recordings (Black
and Tan Fantasy, 1927) to sonic frescoes such as
Jungle Nights in Harlem (1930), Ellington forged a
"jungle" aesthetic blending blues, theatricality, and urban
modernity. Driven by major soloists, this collection
captures the emergence of an orchestral art in full
transformation, rich in unprecedented timbres and
powerful expressiveness. Carefully restored, this set
brings out the full sonic richness of the Duke's
orchestras, with a presence and clarity that immerse the
listener at the very heart of the era. Patrick FRÉMEAUX

 

JUNGLE NIGHTS IN
HARLEM

Composer(s): Duke Ellington

Artist(s): Duke Ellington

Label: FREMEAUX HERITAGE (FREH)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: FA5934

Primary Barcode: 3561302593425

Disc Count: 3

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $32.99

3561302593425

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

106

3561302593425

$  32.99 CD

FRÉMEAUX
& ASSOCIÉS

L’éditeur de la Librairie Sonore



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

107

ABOUT THIS RELEASE

A visionary composer, arranger, saxophonist and

clarinetist, Jimmy Giuffre (1921–2008) occupies a

unique place in modern jazz. Released alongside Pierre

Carles and Daniel Baillon's book Jimmy Joue Free, this

2-CD set traces the path of a musician who, long before

free jazz, developed a personal language rooted in

collective interaction and formal freedom. An essential

anthology celebrating one of the twentieth century's most

innovative jazz pioneers. Patrick Frémeaux
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Consolation is Alexander Vounelakos's debut album and

consists exclusively of his own compositions for solo

piano. The works are primarily classified as 21st-century

contemporary European jazz. They combine elements of

modern jazz harmony with influences from classical

music – particularly late Romanticism and

Expressionism – as well as rhythmic and melodic

impulses from flamenco. This fusion gives rise to a

unique musical language that brings tradition and the

present into dialogue with one another in a personal way.

Alexander Vounelakos is an Austrian jazz pianist with

Greek roots. Born in 2003 and raised in a musically

inclined family, he was exposed to a wide variety of

musical traditions from an early age. In classical music,

he feels a particular affinity for late Romanticism and

Expressionism. Composers such as Sergei

Rachmaninoff, Sergei Prokofiev, and Igor Stravinsky

shape his harmonic thinking as well as his tonal

imagination.

 

CONSOLATION

Composer(s): Alexander Vounelakos

Artist(s): Alexander Vounelakos

Label: GRAMOLA (GML)

Release Type: PHYSICAL

Item #: GRAM99383

Primary Barcode: 9003643993839

Disc Count: 1

Format(s): COMPACT DISC

US SRP: $24.99

9003643993839

STREET DATE: 11.20.26 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 9.11.26 | ORDERS DUE: 10.23.26
LABEL/SUPPLIER: NAXOS/NAXOS MUSIC GROUP

108

9003643993839

$  24.99 CD



To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Plantation, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

STREET DATE: 02.23.24 | ANNOUNCE DATE: 12.08.23 | ORDERS DUE: 01.26.24
LABEL/SUPPLIER: MNRK HEAVY/MNRK MUSIC GROUP

(CLICK HERE)

A Division of Alliance Entertainment
Nasdaq: AEN T

To place an order please contact your AMPEDTM Sales Representative
AMPEDTM Distribution | Sunrise, FL 800.329.7664 | Irvine, CA 866.666.1170 | Woodland, CA 866.778.7373

109
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Following his highly acclaimed album Glow SCCD

31997 with David Friedman, Philadelphia-based

vibraphonist Tony Miceli presents here a new release

that balances originals, jazz classics, and an audacious

reimagining of Iron Butterfly's psychedelic anthem.

Joined by guitarist Elijah Cole, bassist Madison Rast,

and drummer Dan Monaghan - all fixtures of the Philly

scene - Miceli leads the quartet featuring a vibraphone-

guitar pairing that gives a luminous, airy quality to the

session. The title track, stripped to its harmonic essence,

channels a vivid energy that reminds us of Miceli's earlier

work reinventing rock for jazz audiences. Throughout,

Miceli offers a warm and deeply personal musical

statement that affirms his evolving voice and his role as a

mentor shaping Philadelphia's next generation. "... a

delightful and highly recommended release." (Andy

Hamilton - Downbeat on SCCD 31997 Glow)

IN-A-GADDA-DA-VIDA

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Tony Miceli Elijah Cole Madison Rast
Dan Monaghan
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Scott Yanow, jazz journalist/historian and author of 12

books, including The Great Jazz Guitarists, concluded

his liner notes on Brouqui’s SteepleChase debut album

Mean What You Say SCCD 31979, saying, "The highly

enjoyable and consistently swinging outing … On the

basis of his playing on Mean What You Say, Yves

Brouqui deserves to be recognized as a major guitarist

in modern mainstream jazz. He and the Spike Wilner

Trio make for an ideal team and swing their hearts out."

And here Yves Brouqui returns to SteepleChase with

Together, his second leader date. Born in Marseille,

raised in Grenoble, Yves Brouqui built his chops

between Paris clubs and New York's Small's alongside

Grant Stewart, Peter Bernstein, and Joe Magnarelli. His

second SteepleChase date reunites him with Spike

Wilner (p) and Paul Gill (b), now with Joe Strasser (ds).

Standards and three Brouqui originals move with

unhurried assurance. Hank Mobley's This I Dig Of You

sets the conversational tone. Brouqui's Steve's Here

carries Monkish contours; The Pharmacist offers buoyant

stop-time. Lee Morgan's The Joker and Sonny Rollins's If

Ever I Would Leave You show his ease with horn

repertoire on guitar. We'll Be Together Again opens with

solo blues before yielding to quartet interplay. Three

Little Words closes with propulsive energy. Warmth,

clarity, and unforced swing.

TOGETHER

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Yves Brouqui Spike Wilner Paul Gill
Joe Strasser
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Ron McClure has recorded over twenty albums as a

leader for SteepleChase since 1980. A four-decade

partnership with producer Nils Winther is something few

artists on any label can match. Now at 84, McClure

shows no signs of slowing. His 2025 release SCCD

31980 Live at Club Danshaku NY (a recovered 1993

tape with Don Friedman and Vic Juris) drew attention as

a remarkable "lost and found" document of the New York

scene. Some Kind Of Sing-Songy Stuff is something

new. A dual-tenor summit, a rare setting for McClure to

lead, here is pairing SteepleChase stalwart Rich Perry

(a collaborator since SCCD 31329, 1992) with the

younger Anthony Ferrara, whom McClure introduced to

the label after recognizing his talent at NYU. With Mike

Eckroth (piano), Steve Johns (drums), and McClure's

bass anchoring the session, the album features seven

reimagined earlier compositions and three new pieces,

including the title track inspired by Joe Zawinul and

Weather Report. The generational span (Ferrara in his

20s through McClure at 84) is a testament to jazz's living

continuity. A swinging album from a master who keeps

finding new things to say. "McClure is recognised for

inventive improvising, creative compositions in a wide

variety of settings and immaculate tone." (Ken Dryden -

The New York City Jazz Record)

SOME KIND OF SING-
SONGY STUFF

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Ron McClure Rich Perry Anthony
Ferrara Michael Eckroth Steve Johns
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Nils Winther had heard Bley in duo with NHØP at the
Montmartre and wanted to capture the pairing on tape.
When Bley passed through Copenhagen en route to
Oslo in the summer of 1973, Winther seized the moment.
The result was Bley's first of nineteen SteepleChase
albums — and a document of two musicians meeting as
equals. By then, Bley had played with Art Blakey, Mingus,
and Parker; led a quintet whose other members would
form Ornette Coleman's first band; and spent pivotal
years in the Jimmy Giuffre Trio. NHØP, the Danish bass
phenomenon, had grown from a technically gifted
teenager at the Montmartre into the label's house bassist
on more than thirty sessions, his deep tone and rhythmic
flexibility sought by visiting Americans from Bud Powell
to Baker to Gordon. Specially for this 180g audiophile
vinyl version, Neil Tesser penned perceptive and
insightful liner notes which make a great read.
Remastered from the original tapes. Pressed on 180g
vinyl. "Another excellent album from the never less than
stimulating Mr. Bley…" (Melody Maker) "(NHØP)
complements Bley's haunting chords perfectly… The
piano is appropriately well recorded and the bass is well
forward …" (The Penguin Guide to Jazz)

BLEY NHOP (LP)

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Paul Bley Niels-Henning Orsted
Pedersen
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

There is a long history of women whose names and 

contributions have been overlooked in the history of jazz. 

With their second album, The Legacy of the Ladies, 

Sisters of Jazz once again bring those voices to the 

forefront. Not simply as a history lesson, but as living, 

breathing music. Released by Storyville Records on 

November 20, 2026, this new album finds the 

Scandinavian sextet returning with the same six 

musicians behind their distinctive 2023 debut, The 

Hidden Ladies of Jazz. Vocalist Anna Pauline 

Andersson is joined by saxophonist Pernille Bévort, 

trombonist Lis Wessberg, pianist Catrine Ullerup 

Frølund, bassist Ida Hvid, and drummer/percussionist 

Benita Haastrup. The album presents 13 tracks, drawing 

on a rich repertoire of standards and compositions 

associated with women who have played an important 

role in jazz history. Among the composers and lyricists 

represented are Marian McPartland, Mary Lou Williams, 

Irene Higginbotham, Peggy Lee, Norma Winstone, Ann 

Ronell, Barbara Belle, and Anita Leonard. But The 

Legacy of the Ladies is about much more than revisiting 

the past. Sisters of Jazz approach this repertoire as 

contemporary jazz musicians, bringing their own 

personalities, arrangements, and collective energy to 

every song. The result is music that respects its roots 

while sounding unmistakably alive in the present: 

sophisticated, swinging, and full of character. Anna 

Pauline Andersson is a highly individual vocalist whose 

deeply personal way of communicating a song lies at the 

heart of the group's sound. She released her critically 

acclaimed solo debut album in June 2026, featuring 

artists like Randy Brecker and Janis Siegel. Pernille 

Bévort, a Ben Webster Prize winner and Danish Music 

Awards–Jazz nominee, is an acclaimed bandleader and 

composer. Lis Wessberg, one of Scandinavia's leading 

trombonists, is a composer and bandleader who has 

released three successful albums in her own name. 

Catrine Ullerup Frølund is a musician with a great ear 
for tone, colour, and space.

THE LEGACY OF THE
LADIES

Composer(s): Various

Artist(s): Sisters of Jazz
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Star conductor Herbert von Karajan is best known today

for his studio recordings. However, although as a media

pioneer he recognised the technical possibilities for

creating recordings, he always considered the live

concert to be the ideal. The radio recordings with the

Berliner Philharmoniker, which were made in Berlin

between 1953 and 1969 and which we present to you in

this edition – mostly as first releases – represent an

exciting paradox in this respect: they are snapshots that

capture the spontaneity of the live performance, the

magic of the unique musical moment. Never before has it

been possible to experience Karajan the live artist and

his joint work with the Berliner Philharmoniker as vividly

as in this comprehensive edition.

KARAJAN RIAS-TAPES

Composer(s): Johann Sebastian 

Bach Bela Ba

Artist(s): Berliner Philharmoniker
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The ongoing Schubert+ series has won Can Çakmur
critical acclaim and confirmed his status as an
exceptional Schubertian. Now in its seventh instalment,
the series juxtaposes Schubert's works with those of
composers he inspired. Delve into the 19th-century
fascination with mortality through two profoundly
contrasting masterpieces by Franz Schubert. This
recording pairs the Piano Sonatas in A minor, D 784
and D 845, revealing the composer's evolving
relationship with death. D 784, composed shortly after
Schubert's devastating syphilis diagnosis, is a deeply
personal, raw outcry. Its outer movements evoke a
ruthless funeral march and a terrifying danse macabre. In
stark contrast, D 845 stands as a majestic public
statement. Schubert's first published sonata weaves the
death motif from an earlier song into an intellectually
rigorous, Shakespearean tragedy that pays homage to
Beethoven and Mozart. Rounding out the programme is
Helmut Lachenmann's inventive Five Variations based
upon a Theme by Franz Schubert. Written by the 21-
year-old composer, this striking work deconstructs
Schubert's musical language, moving rapidly away from
tonality. Experience a dramatic journey from
unadulterated emotion to masterful classical architecture
in this captivating exploration of life, death and musical
legacy.

 

SCHUBERT +
LACHENMANN

Composer(s): Helmut Lachenmann Franz
Schub

Artist(s): Can Cakmur
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

For this third album of English music for strings, John

Wilson and Sinfonia of London have built a fascinating

programme featuring four composers whose lives and

works were intertwined. The centrepiece of the

programme is Britten’s Serenade for Tenor Solo, Horn,

and Strings, performed here with Laurence Kilsby (tenor)

and Christopher Parkes (horn). This early masterpiece

was composed in 1943 for Peter Pears and Denis

Brain. Following the success of the première, the same

soloists went on to record the work twice: once in 1944

with the composer conducting, and again in 1953 with

the New Symphony Orchestra of London conducted by

Eugene Goossens. Goossens also conducted the first

recordings of works by Ireland (Mai-Dun) and Walton

(Violin Concerto), and was one of Britten’s teachers at

the Royal College of Music. Walton and Britten also

became close friends, following the first Performance of

Walton’s The Bear at Britten’s Aldeburgh Festival in

1967.

 

SERENADE FOR
TENOR,HORN,STRING

Composer(s): Benjamin Britten Eugene
Gooss

Artist(s): Laurence Kilsby Chris Parkes
Sinfonia of London
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

"Mozart, Made in Manchester" has become a flagship

project for Manchester Camerata, eliciting five-star

reviews, national and international radio support,

international tours, and more than three million streams

online. Since starting the project, in 2016, with its Music

Director, Gábor Takács-Nagy, the orchestra has

performed and recorded all Mozart's piano concertos,

played by Jean-Efflam Bavouzet, and all the horn

concertos, with Martin Owen. Its performances of this

repertoire, led by Takács-Nagy, have been celebrated

as some of the most vivid and insightful readings of

Mozart's work available. Now, with the continuation of

this much-loved project, Manchester Camerata presents

symphonies and arias by Mozart, joined by the most

gifted Chinese soprano of her generation, Ying Fang.

 

SYMPHONIES AND ARIAS,
VOL. 1

Composer(s): Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Artist(s): Ying Fang Manchester Camerata
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It was only natural that an artist with such an

encyclopaedic bent as Friedhelm Flamme would one

day turn his attention to the work of the organist and

composer Richard Bartmuss (1859–1910). On the one

hand, forays into the late Romantic period are likely to

provide a welcome counterbalance to the organ music of

the North German Baroque, which cpo has recently

released on a total of 22 CDs; on the other hand, the

work of this contemporary of Mahler and Strauss, who

served as court organist in Dessau starting in 1890,

deserves attention not limited to occasional music. To

date, only a fraction of Bartmuss's surviving

compositions have been published. Friedhelm Flamme's

small but dramaturgically successful selection opens up

a vast, promising field that urgently needs to be explored.

The two (of four) sonatas, the two great chorale

fantasies, the powerful Prelude and the magnificent

Toccata from Opus 36 are convincing testimonies to this.

 

ORGAN SONATAS 1 & 3

Composer(s): Bartmuss, Richard

Artist(s): Flamme, Friedhelm
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

German Gents is a phenomenon among vocal

ensembles, the four singers perfectly translate all styles

and genres – and already reach their fans with a

following of over 500k on their social media. In 2025 they

released their album "Winter Wonderland" with a mix of

traditional German and international Christmas songs,

complemented by timeless classics in A-cappella style.

This album is now available as Vinyl Bonus Edition, with

three additional tracks that bring festive melodies and

the joyful spirit of the season back into the houses.

 

WINTER WONDERLAND
(LP)

Composer(s): Leroy Anderson Felix Bernard

Artist(s): German Gents
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ABOUT THIS RELEASE

Music that makes the ears grow' – this is how lutenist

David Bergmüller characterises the music he has

chosen for his solo recital. The charm of this album lies in

its complexity, in the quiet, near-silent tones, in its

meditative character. This is precisely why this repertoire

still fascinates us today, because it forms a calming

counterpoint to our overstimulated world. With this album,

French lute music is combined with David Bergmüller's

own arrangements.

 

TOURNEE DE MONSIEUR
WEICH (LP)

Composer(s): Johann Georg Weichenberger

Artist(s): David Bergmüller
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Primary Barcode: 885470047690
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The Kreuzkantor Martin Lehmann and his Dresdner

Kreuzchor present a new spectacular recording of

Christmas Classics. It reflects the atmospheric world of

Advent and Christmas music – from the Renaissance to

the present day with works by renowned composers

such as George Frideric Handel, Edvard Grieg and Eric

Whitacre, as well as traditional Christmas carols.

LUX NATALIS (LP)

Composer(s): Max Bruch Georg 

Friedrich Han 
Artist(s): Dresdner Kreuzchor

Label: BERLIN CLASSICS (BC)

Release Type: PHYSICAL
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"The soundboard is painted with flowers, fruits, and

animals and decorated with a typical light-blue

ornamental border. Around the soundboard, the walls are

adorned with block-printed wallpaper. The lid contains a

landscape painting, which was added later, an idyllic

stream landscape with four staffage figures: The

observer watches a boy gazing intently into the water, a

young woman carrying provisions or something similar

home, and a couple, who are also only visible from

behind. A bridge and a mill enliven the rural scene." If the

corresponding technical terms "soundboard,"

"ornamental border," or "lid" were missing, the reader

would hardly associate this vivid, florid description with a

keyboard instrument. In such a manner, the renowned

harpsichordist and expert in historical performance

practice and basso continuo, Wolfgang Brunner,

describes the instrument dated 1628 by Andreas

Ruckers, from the Flemish harpsichord-making dynasty

of the Ruckers family, which is heard on this recording

featuring the six French Suites by J. S. Bach.

 

FRANZOSISCHE SUITEN 1-
6 (LP)

Composer(s): Johann Sebastian Bach

Artist(s): Wolfgang Brunner

Label: GRAMOLA (GML)
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Inspired by the 250th anniversary of the signing of the

Declaration of Independence, composer Karen LeFrak

wrote American Promise as a reflection on the strength

and endurance of the nation—its ongoing fight for liberty

and the deep gratitude shared for the opportunities and

freedoms it represents. The album features world-

premiere recordings of three new works—American

Promise, Lady Liberty Suite, and Prairie Dawn—

celebrating hope, arrival, and belonging through

sweeping orchestral passages and intimate, lyrical

moments. Recorded with the London Symphony

Orchestra, under the direction of arranger and conductor

William Ross at London's renowned Abbey Road

Studios, the project brings LeFrak's expansive musical

vision to life with both grandeur and emotional depth.

 

KAREN LEFRAK:
AMERICAN PROMISE

Composer(s): LeFrak, Karen; Ross, William

Artist(s): London Symphony Orchestra; Ross,
William; Richards, Chris

Label: KL2 (KLF)

Release Type: PHYSICAL
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Métier Records is proud to announce the release of composer 

Samuel Andreyev’s original score for Soudain (All of a Sudden), 

from Oscar-winning director Ryusuke Hamaguchi. The film was 

selected as a Palme d’Or nominee at the 2026 Cannes Film 

Festival, and its two female leads, Virginie Efira and Tao 

Okamoto (who appear on the cover), shared the Cannes Film 

Festival Prize for Best Actress. Adapted from Makiko Miyano 

and Maho Isono's novel You and I – The Illness Suddenly Gets 

Worse, and set in a Paris care home, Soudain is a film about 

love and mortality, compassion and hope, living in the moment, 

and the connections that sustain us. Andreyev’s score features 

only three performers, with Samuel Andreyev himself playing 

the keyboards alongside longtime collaborators, flutist Ayako 

Okobu and percussionist Olivier Maurel. Following the film’s 19 

June premiere in Japan, the first single, Soudain (Reprise), will 

be released on 17 July, and features as the film’s hypnotic main 

theme. The complete album will be released digitally on 7 

August before the 12 August film premiere in France, and will 

be followed soon after on vinyl LP. Director Ryusuke Hamaguchi 

shared, “I hope listeners will be struck by the delicacy of Samuel 

Andreyev’s work. These pieces translate and bring to the 

surface the emotions hidden within the film. Without his 

profound ability to read the film, and his exceptional skill in 

musical construction, it would have been impossible to create 

music that continues to emit such subtle radiance. The 

soundtrack also includes pieces that were not used in the film, 

and even there one can sense an ongoing dialogue between the 

spirit of the film and Samuel himself. It is a truly remarkable 

work.” At Hamaguchi’s direction, Andreyev developed a score 

that provides a counterpoint to what’s happening on screen, 

adding another layer of meaning throughout the film. With just 

20 minutes of score across the entire film, each cue carries real 

weight. Hamaguchi asked Andreyev to record 10-15 versions of 

each section of the score, from which he would make the final 

selections. The Soudain albumincludes some of these 
alternate versions that did not end up appearing in the 
film. The resulting work features beautiful melodies and 
harmonies hinting at something more ambiguous. Samuel 
Andreyev’s compositions have been used for film before, 
but this is his first original, in-production film score. His 
music has a broad palette and is stylistically diverse. He 
is a classically trained composer but also a recording 
producer, presenter, and performer. Soudain follows 
Andreyev’s Métier debut, In Glow of Like Seclusion (MEX 
7719/MEL 12402), released November 2023.

SOUDAIN (ALL OF A
SUDDEN) (LP)

.

Composer(s): Samuel Andreyev

Artist(s): Samuel Andreyev Ayako Okubo
Olivier Maurel

Label: METIER (MTR)

Release Type: PHYSICAL
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The first notes of the descending chromatic theme break

the silence and it seems as if time has stopped. The

listener is drawn into the world of John Dowland, the

greatest lutenist of all, in a journey through multiple

shades of melancholy and lucent hope. Never before had

the lute sounded as expressive and colourful as in these

masterful Fancies, as dynamic as in these sparkling

dances: Renaissance lute music here reached its

summit. Bor Zuljan explores these qualities in his debut

solo recording, breathing new life into Dowland's

masterpieces.

DOWLAND: A FANCY 

(LP)

Composer(s): John Dowland 
Artist(s): Bor Zuljan
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"Rachmaninoff – The Lucerne Orchestral Edition"

documents an extraordinary long-term artistic project that

took shape over five summers between 2019 and 2026

at the Lucerne Festival. Together with the Lucerne

Festival Orchestra, Riccardo Chailly explored Sergei

Rachmaninoff's major orchestral works, creating a richly

faceted musical portrait of the composer. The edition

brings together the four piano concertos, the Rhapsody

on a Theme of Paganini, the three symphonies, the

Symphonic Dances, as well as other major orchestral

works and rarely performed compositions. Few places

are better suited to such an exploration than Lucerne. It

was here, on the shores of Lake Lucerne, that

Rachmaninoff spent an important period of his exile

during the 1930s and composed several of his most

significant late works. Featuring Beatrice Rana, Mao

Fujita, Alexander Malofeev, Lukas Sternath and Denis

Matsuev, the edition brings together an outstanding

roster of pianists whose individual artistry lends each

concerto a distinctive character. Together with the

Lucerne Festival Orchestra, they deliver performances of

exceptional precision, orchestral clarity and emotional

intensity under Riccardo Chailly's insightful direction.

Presented together for the first time, these recordings

from 2019 to 2026 capture a project that evolved over

several years. Available as a 5-DVD and 5-Blu-ray

edition, Rachmaninoff – The Lucerne Orchestral Edition

offers a compelling perspective on the expressive

richness and remarkable breadth of Rachmaninoff's

orchestral music.

THE LUCERNE
ORCHESTRAL EDITION

Composer(s): Sergei Rachmaninoff

Artist(s): Lucerne Festival Orchestra Riccardo 
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In war-torn Rome, Floria Tosca and Mario Cavaradossi

live for each other and for their art. But when

Cavaradossi helps an escaped prisoner, the lovers

make a deadly enemy in the form of Baron Scarpia,

Chief of Police. At the mercy of Scarpia's twisted

desires, Tosca is forced into making a horrific bargain:

sleeping with the man she hates to save the man she

loves. Can she find a way out? With a star-studded cast,

Jakub Hruša conducts his first new production as Music

Director of The Royal Opera. Modern-day Rome

provides the backdrop for Oliver Mears' unmissable,

gripping new production of Puccini's thriller.

TOSCA

Composer(s): Giacomo Puccini

Artist(s): Anna Netrebko Freddie De 
Tommaso Gerald Finley Carlo Bosi Ossian 
Huskinson Orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House Roya

Label: OPUS ARTE (BBC CONS)

Release Type: PHYSICAL
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 Cat No. ISBN Title Hrs Prices Author Reader 

Oct NA0739 978-178-198-635-6 PILGRIMAGE, VOLUME 4 20.25 £36.00, $49.00, €40.50 Dorothy 
Richardson 

Lucy Scott 

 NA0735 978-178-198-631-8 A HOUSE AND ITS HEAD 9.5 £19.50, $27.00, €22.00 Ivy Compton-
Burnett 

Emma Gregory 

 NA0740 978-178-198-636-3 THE BENEFACTRESS 12 £23.00, $31.00, €26.00 Elizabeth von 
Arnim 

Lucy Scott 

 NA0743 978-178-198-639-4 SOLITUDE 8.25 £18.00, $25.00, €20.50 Anthony Storr Justin Avoth 

Nov NA0724 978-178-198-620-2 CECILIA 37 £59.00, $80.00, €66.00 Fanny Burney Lucy Scott 

 NA0741 978-178-198-637-0 THE EVIL GENIUS 11 £21.50, $29.00, €24.00 Wilkie Collins Nicholas Boulton 
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